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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 


AT the commencement of a new 
volume, it is proper that we avail 
ourselves of the common prac- 
tice of Editors, and lay before 
our readers several considera. 
tions, which are naturally sug- 
gested by the occasion. Lvery 
editor of a periodical work must 
feel, if he has the real good of 
mankind at heart, that a very 
important and interesting rela- 
tion subsists between himself 
and his patrons. While the du- 
ties, which this relation imposes 
upon him, will not be forgotten; 
and while he will cultivate an 
enlarged good will toward all 
men, and indulge in particular 
good wishes toward his readers; 
he will hope and expect to re- 
ceive from them correspondent 
kindness, encouragement, and 
support With these impres- 
sions, we design to state some 
principal reasons of the great 
utility of religious magazines, 
and to close with such reflections 
as shall promise to be seasonable 
and useful. 

In considering the advantages, 
which the Christian community 
may derive from religious peri- 
odical works, we shali necessa- 
rily be brief. 

1. Works of the kind here 
specified are extremely beneti- 
Clal, as they produce and extend 
a taste for religious reading. By 
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the variety which they contain, 


and the intelligence which they 


communicate, they present the 
reader with much that is both 
new and interesting. Thus they 
allure many to commence inqui- 
ries on the most important of all 
subjects. They are peculiarly 
fitted to excite attention in the 
young. Whencuriosity is rous- 
ed, and the mind is awakened to 
the pursuit of any great object, 
it will of course take pleasure in 
such a pursuit, and will gain 
knowledge faster, and turn it to 
a better account, than could in 
other circumstances be expec- 
ted. Whatever directs curiosi- 
ty to a noble object, and tends to 
restrain the wayward steps of 
the young, and to lead them in- 
to the path of life, must be high- 
ly important in itself, and enti- 
tled to the countenance of all 
Christians. 

2. The present state and 
prospects of the Church are par- 
ticularly worthy of the attention 
of every person, who feels in- 
terested in her prosperity. The 
revivals of religion with which 
God has blessed many parts of 
the Christian world; the increas- 
ed fervor, animation and zeal of 
the real disciples of Christ; the 
rapidly increasing activity of the 
benevolent and pious;—all these 
things imparta peculiar interest 
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to every occurrence, which re- 
spects the state,and progress of 
religion. Who does not feel 
desirous to hear of the success 
of missionaries, and of great and 
most encouraging accessions to 
our churches at home? Who 
does not rejoice with holy exul- 
tation at the great efforts which 
are making to extend the influ- 
ence of the Gospel in every di- 
rection? If any, who profess the 
religion of Christ, are insensible 
to its triumphs, and regardless 
of its interests, they have too 
much reason to fear that their 
profession is vain. 

8. The establishment and suc- 
cess of societies for the reforma- 
tion of morals in this country, 
form a new and irresistible ar- 
gument in favor of supporting 
publications, in which the pro- 
ceedings of these societies can 
be regularly detailed, their ben- 
eficial tendency stated, and the 
duty of supporting them urged. 
Christians of the present day are 
trying the efficacy of combina- 
tions to do good and to prevent 
evil; and they are astonished at 
the greatness of their success. 
But the good work is only just 
begun; though it is begun ona 
large scale, and under favorable 
auspices. The regular and gen- 
ral diffusion of intelligence 1s as 
necessary to any great public- 
spiritéd and united exertions, as 
the free circulation of the blood 
to the health of the human frame. 
While this truth Is acknowledg- 
ed in relation to all other sub- 
jects, itis surprising that any per- 
son shoud doubt or hesitate in re- 
gard to its application to religious 
and charitable enterprises. While 
newspapers are daily sent forth 
in vast numbers, and penetrate 
into the obscurest corners of so- 
ciety, it is strange, that efficient 
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and abundant support should be 
withheld by professing Chris- 
tians from a class of publications, 
which have a direct reference 
to religion, and the tendency of 
which is undeniably salutary ina 
very high degree. Is it too much 
to expect, that among the im- 
provements of the present day 
will be numbered a just regard 
to the diffusion of religious and 
moral intelligence, and, conse- 
quently, a liberal support of 
those publications, in’ which 


such intelligence is communica- 
ted? 


Nearly connected with the 
last mentioned topic is the sup- 
port of Christian missions. As 
missions are supported only by 
voluntary contributions, and 
these contributions are made by 
numerous individuals far remote 
from each other, it is almost ime 
possible, that any great efforts 
should be made in this cause 
without a publication of the 
kind in question. 


4. Religious magazines, if con- 
ducted only with a tolerable 
share of skill and talent, exert a 
powerful influence in promoting 
the circulation of other new and 
useful works. Thus they mul- 
tiply and perpetuate the means 
of usefulness, and indiréctly, as 
well as directly, subserve the 
best interests of society. In 
many different ways they are im- 
portant auxiliaries in the cause 
of truth and virtue. It is so or- 
dered by the all-wise God, that 
every benevolent exertion af- 
fords assistance to other similar 
exertions, and receives assist- 
ance from them. 


5. Fhe Christian finds in a re- 
ligious magazine many things to 
quicken his languid steps, to re- 
vive his fainting zeal, to enlarge 














eens 
ae 3 


his religious views, and to stim- 
ulate him to greater activity in 
the service of his divine Mas- 
ter. He is furnished with new 
weapons for the spiritual con- 
flict, and with the occasion of 
brightening and using those 
which he already possesses. As 
he is often led to admire the tri- 
umphs of the cross, his own in- 
terestin the Gospel appears more 
precious, and his hope more in- 
estimable. 

6. A judicious work of the 
kind here kept in view will of 
course strengthen and confirm 
impressions made on the mind, 
by the stated labors of the cler- 
gy. The minister of the Gospel 
will gain a more ready attention 
and will preach to better effect, 
if his people are in the habit of 
reading and reflecting upon re- 
ligious subjects; and in no other 
way can such a habit be so easi- 
ly formed, as by feeling an inter- 
est in a religious periodical pub- 
lication. Most persons have not 
the means of possessing or con- 
sulting large libraries; but few 
are so careless as not to be ca- 
pable of taking an interest in the 
most important cencerns, if furn- 
ished with the requisite inform- 
ation. 

7. Itis highly desirable, that 
there should exist periodical 
publications, of known establish- 
ed character, whose decisions 
shall be worthy of attentive con- 
sideration in questions of morals 
and religion. And it is obvious, 
that the more extensively such 
publications can be circulated, 
the more beneficial will be their 
tendency and effects. Whether, 
in short, the promotion of relig- 
ious knowledge and sound learn- 
ing, or the detence of the truth, 
or the extension of the Gospel, 
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be regarded as an object of great 
value, a multitude of arguments 
can be adduced in favor of relig- 
ious magazines. 

Though the preceding obser- 
vations may be familiar to some 
of our readers, yet a large por- 
tion even of the religious com- 
munity seem not to have justly 
appreciated the importance of 
the subject. While we ardent- 
ly wish that our work were more 
worthy of the cause in which it 
is employed—the great cause of 
religious and moral truth, and of 
human happiness—and while we 
shall sedulously labor that it may 
become so, we commend it to 
the blessing of God, and the pa- 
tronage of good men. 

We now turn to subjects, in 
which our readers will probably 
feel a more direct interest, and 
seize this opportunity to offer a 
few exhortations to the minds of 
all. 

Let each one reflect, that it is 
through the unmerited goodness 
of God, and for wise and holy 
purposes, that he is brought to 
see the commencement of an- 
other year. An unusual number 
of persons, of all ages and de- 
scriptions, have gone down to 
the grave the year past. Sudden 
deaths of persons in vigorous 
health have been astonishingly 
frequent, in many parts of our 
country. Ministers of the Gos- 
pel, magistrates, and other men 
of great influence and worth, 
have been removed from the 
world in rapid succession. 
Those, who are still spared, 
should ponder well the distin- 
guishing providence of God. 
They should consider and in- 
quire, whether they are spared 
as blessings to mankind, as high- 
ly favored in being permitted te 
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serve God and their generation 
through a longer period, or as 
instances of increasing stupidity 
under increasing light and privi- 
leges. The year, upon which 
they have now entered, will soon 
be numbered with its predeces- 
sors, and will have departed for- 
ever with all its opportunities 
and means of usefulness. To 
every individual it is inconceiva- 
bly important, that the passing 
months should bear a good re- 
port, and that the closing year 
should present a happy memori- 
al of time well employed, and 
duties faithfully performed. 
Though the year will pass rapid- 
ly away, it will, nevertheless, 
furnish many opportunities of 
doing good, and numerous mo- 
tives to improve in piety and vir- 
tue. 

It has pleased God, within a 


few years past, to erect his stand- 
ard of victory over the hosts of 
Satan, ane to bestow distinguish- 
ed success on the champions of 


the cross. He has already giv- 
en an earnest of what he is soon 
to accomplish, in hastening the 
permanent increase, security, 
and glory cf his Church. Let 
ail, who profess to be his friends, 
jusuy appreciate the value of 
their time, their influence, and 
example. Let them openly, 
zealously, constantly, encourage 
all beneficent plans, and engage 
heartily in the cause of God and 
mankind. Let no advantage al- 
ready gained ever be yielded to 
the enemy. Let ali the pious 
be united by the strong bands of 
love; andeach endeavor to pro- 
mote the peace and happiness 
of the whole. Let every good 
Mistitution find a ready and 
cheerful patronage, every be- 
nevoleut plana speedy adoption, 
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and all charitable labors that per- 
severance which will ensure suc- 
cess. Let the devout inquiry 
ascend from every pious heart, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me {tp 
do? 

The various attempts which 
are now making, in many parts 
of New England, to reform the 
morals of the community, and 
render vice shameful as well as 
odious, should receive the ener- 

etic support of all friends of 
their country, especially of all 
Christians. The vice of intem- 
perate drinking has received a 
shock from which, as there is 
reason to hope, it will never re- 
cover. ‘The vice of Sabbath- 
breaking is viewed in its true 
light by a large portion of ithe 
people, and efforts to suppress 
this evil also are made with hope- 
ful prospects. Let reformation 
proceed in its course, aided by 
all who have it in their power 
to give their countenance, or of- 
fer a petition for the divine 
blessin Numerous societies 
must be formed, sermons must 
be preached, tracts must be dis- 
tributed, till the community shall 
be thoroughly apprised of their 
dangers and the}r duties; till the 
virtuous shall raise their cour- 
age and activity, in some good 
proportion to the excellence of 
their cause, and the vicious shall 
be confounded and dismayed. 
Union in a good cause, faith in 
the promises of God, and perse- 
verance in well-doing, will un- 
questionably triumph. 

There is one class of persons, 
who ought to feel a peculiar res- 
ponsibility in relation to these 
remarks. We refer to those, 
whom Providence has endued 
with the talent of writing for the 
instruction of the public. Though 
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this class of persons is, in all 
countries, comparatively small, 
and though the favored few may 
be diffident of their powers, yet 
the people of this country know, 
and should gratefully acknowl- 
edge, that there are those among 
us, who can write ably, and with 
decisive effect, on the most im- 
portant subjects, Some individ- 
uals of this class can hardly be 
ignorant of the character and 
reputation of their writings. 
Others have yet to learn the full 
measure and extent of their res- 
ponsibility, when they shall have 
engaged more extensively in this 
great labor of love.. To all, who 
have the talent of writing for the 
benefit of mankind, we take the 
liberty of addressing, in the lan- 
guage of earnest intreaty, an ad- 
monition not to suffer that talent 
to lie buried and useless. We 
beseech them to consider the 
amazing importance of seizing 
present opportunities, of secur- 
ing present advantages, and of 
bringing every possible acces- 
sion of strength to the righteous 
cause, in the mighty conflict 
which now exists in the world. 
Let them duly estimate the val- 
ue of the talent here referred 
to, and remember, that, though 
unnoticed and unknown on earth, 
every one, who shall convert 
a sinner from the error of his 
way, will save a soul from death, 
and hidea multitude of sins. 

For the encouragement of the 
benevolent it is to be steadily 
kept in view, that probably no 
period has existed since the cre- 


ation of the world, when it was 
so easy todo good, on a large 
scale, as at the present day. 
This observation is meant to ap- 
ply to those beneficent attempts 
only, which are made with a 
prayerful reliance on God. If 
the observation is correct, and 
we appeal to every competent 
judge that itis so, what an un- 
usual weight of responsibility 
rests upon all who have wealth, 
influence, or mental endow- 
ments? With what energy and 
activity should the thought in- 
spire all, whom their duty invites 
to study, or to public labors, 
Finally; let every reader look to 
the state of his own soul, and ex- 
amine on which side of the grand 
controversy he now stands. In 
relation to this controversy there 
can be no neutrals; and it is 
vastly important to every indi- 
vidual not to be found in the 
ranks of rebellion against God, 
and hostility to the best inter- 
ests of man. The truth, as it 
respects the state and character 
of each person, will be known 
hereafter, and at no distant peri- 
od. The character of each will 
soon be fixed for eternity. Are 
any of our readers losing oppor- 
tunities of serving God? How 
amazing the loss! Let them be- 
come truly wise, and embrace 
the Gospel. Then happy will 
be their dismission irom the 
body, though they should not 
live through the year which is 
now commencing, and unspeak- 
ably glorious their reward in 
heaven. 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


ESSAY OF BAUMGARTEN-CRUSIUS, 
ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
TRINITY. 


{ Continued from vol. ix, p. 541.) 


Many more passages from the 
Old Testament might be adduc- 
ed, which, being read without 
prejudice or partiality, would ap- 
pear pretty clearly to teach the 
doctrine of a plurality in the 
Godhead; although some assert 
that this doctrine cannot be 
found at all in the Jewish Scrip- 
tmress But since we have oth- 
er testimonies, which are more 
clear end full, what have been 
already adduced may suffice, for 
this part of our proof. 

Let us proceed, then, to a 
view of the more express testi- 
monies to the doctrine in ques- 
tion; viz. to those, which as- 
cribe true divinity to the Father, 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, and 
yet speak of them as- different 
persons. 

No one, who believes in the 
personality and divinity of the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, denies 
the divinity of the Father. It is 
impossible to deny the divinity 
of the Father, who is represent- 
ed as the person by whom the 
Son is begotten, and from whom 
the Spirit proceeds, or, (if I may 
use the expression.) as the 
eround of the existence of the 
Son and Spirit; the source of 
divinity. But the divinity of the 
Son and Spirit is opposed by ma- 
ny. It is necessary, therefore, 
to confirm this by more partic- 
ular and copious evidence. 


The divinity of Christ is not 
only denied, in our day, but this 
doctrine is regarded by many as 
of no importance in the Chris- 
tian system. I shall not stop, at 
present, to give any reason, why 
Christians suppose this doctrine 
to be so important, and so sa- 
cred. Our third division is ap- 
propriated to the consideration 
of this subject. I hope to make 
it apparent, that it ought to be 
matter of astonishment to all en- 
lightened and impartial inquir- 
ers, that any one should repre- 
sent itas doubtful, whether the 
Scriptures actually support the 
doctrine in question. 

According to the testimony 
of the prophets of the Old Tes- 
tament, the promised Redeemer 
of the world must be God. The 
Lord Ged shail feed his flock; Is. 
xl, 10, 11. From the stock of 
David a righteous king must 
come, whose name should be Je- 
hovah, our righteousness; Jer. 
xxiii, 5, 6. The anointed of God 
is his Son, begotten by him; the 
Son whom the nations must hon- 
or with divine worship; Ps. ii, 7, 
12.. He 1s Lord of his progeni- 
tor David, who was an independ- 
ent king, and inferior to no man; 
Ps. cx, 1. According to the He- 
brew, Is. ix, 6, he is the mighty 
God. His goings forth are from 
the beginning, even from ever- 
lasting; Mic. v, 2. He is the 


Jehovah, whom Israel sought, 
and who would suddenly come 
to his temple; Mal. iii, }. 

With regard to the testimony 
of Jesus respecting himself; he 
not only calls himself the Son of 
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God, but asserts God to be his 
Father, in a sense which is pe- 
euliar, and appropriate to him 
alone. He is the Son who came 
Srom heaven; who is in the bos- 
om of the Father; whom the Fa- 
ther loved before the foundation 
of the world; and by whom man- 
kind obtain a right to become 
the sons of God, when they be- 
lieve on his name. Still stronger 
expressions occur, in the work 
of that Evangelist, who records 
more of the words of Jesus than 
of his deeds; I mean,in the Gospel 
of John. 4s the Father hath life 
in himself, so also hath he given 
to the Son to have life in himself; 
John v, 26. J and the Father 
are one; John x, 30. Philip, 
whoever secth me, seeth the Fa- 
ther; John xiv, 9. All things 
which the father hath are mine; 
John xvi, 15. Before Abraham 
was, Tam; John viii, 58. Glori- 
Sy me with the glory, which I had 
with thee, before the world was; 
John xvii, 5. Jam with you al. 
ways, even to the end of the 
world; Mat. xxviii, 20. Where 
two or three are gathered togeth- 
er in my tame, there am Iin the 
midst of them; Mat. xviii, 20, 
The son of man, who is in heave 
en; John iii, 13. My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work; 
John v, 17. As the Father rais- 
eth uft the dead and quickeneth 
them, so also the Son quickeneth 
whom he will; John v, 21. J 
give to my sheep eternal life; 
John x, 28. Ye believe in God 
and ye believe in me; John xiv, |, 


(as the Greek may be properly. 


rendeted.) ll men should hon- 
or the Son, even as they honor 
the father; John v, 23._ 
Besides these expressions; let 
one also consider the miracles 
which he performed; not like 


Moses and the other prophets, 
by saying, ‘The Lord will do 
wonders among you;’ not like 
the apostles, who, by virtue of 
authority derived from him, in 
his name commanded the natur- 
al world, and then ascribed all 
their miraculous operations, not 
to themselves, but to him. He, 
on the contrary, operates by his 
own almighty power: J say to 
thee, artse. 

Consider, moreover, the prom- 
ises which Jesus made to his 
disciples, and engaged himself 
to fulfil them; though God alone 
is competent to do this. Who- 
soever believeth in me shall not 
see death: The gates of hell shall 
not firevail against my church: 
I will raise you uft at the last 
day: Iwill send the Holy Spirit, 
Sc. 

We must, also, take into the 
account, the unbounded love 
which Jesus requires from all 
men; a love which is due to 
God alone. Whosoever forsaketh 
not father, and mother, and al 
that he hath, for my sake, is not 
worthy of me. 

The transactions at his trial 
before Caiaphas are, also, wor- 
thy of notice. This High Priest 
exacted of Jesus an oath, ac- 
cording to the custom of his age 
and nation;, Z adjure thee by 
the living God, thut thou tei 
us whether thou be the Chrisi, 
the Son of God; Mat. xxvi, 62. 
Jesus replied; Thou hast said; 
i, e. F am the Christ the Son of 
the living God, and I say unty 
you, hereafter ye shall see the Son 
of man sitting on the right hand 
of fower, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. Now if, con- 
trary to the real fact, we suppose 
that Caiaphas by the expression, 
Son of Ged, did not mean a di- 
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vine person, would not Jesus 
have defined or explained the 
question, before he took the 
oath? Would he not have declar- 
ed it, had he not in fact been the 
Son of God, in the strict, or pe- 
culiar sense of that term? Espe- 
cially so, when he did explain, 
and define the sense of the ques- 
tion put to him by Pilate, wheth- 
er he was the King of the Jews, 
before he gave answer. Would 
he not have done it when he was 
under an oath, which was too sa- 
cred and important, not to be 
strictly regarded? With such ex- 
pressions before him, can any 
one mistake the intention of Je- 
sus to be acknowledged as di- 
vine? Let them be uttered by 
any other person, and see if any 
doubt would arise, whether he 
meant to ascribe divinity to him- 
self. The Jews, who were co- 
temporary with Jesus did under- 
stand him as claiming divine 
honors; a satisfactory proof, that 
his language in that day appear- 
ed to them, as it now does to us, 
to assert this claim. He hath 
spoken blasphemy, said Caiaphas, 
and then passed sentence of 
death upon him; Mat. xxvi, 65. 
Art thou greater than Abraham 
and the prophets? Whom makest 
thou thyself? said the Jews, and 
took up stoves to stone him; John 
vill, 53. The Jews eageriy 
soughtafter him to kill him, be- 
cause he made himself equal to 
God; John v, 18. or bdblasphe- 
my, said they, well we stone thee, 
and because that thou, being a 
man, makest thyself God; John 
x,. 33. 

In the answer of Jesus, tothis 
expression of the malice uf the 
Jews toward him, which an- 
swer was intended to defend 
and vindicate himself, many sup- 


pose a disclosure is made, which 
shews thatall his exalted ex- 
pressions concerning himself 
amount merely to the cold posi- 
tion, that Ae was a teacher sent 
Jrom God. It is somewhat pé¢r 
culiar, to be,sure, that a single 
passage, and of this kind, should 
outweigh a multitude of other 
passages, and confine the sense 
ofthem. But as this passage is 
often urged, as an irrefutable 
argument against Trinitarians, 
and is much cried up as putting 
an end to the controversy in 
question, it may be proper to 
dwell with some degree of par- 
ticularity upon it. 

The answer of Jesus is as fol- 
lows: Is it net written in your 
law, I said, Ye are gods? If he 
called them gods, unto whom the 
word of God came, (and the 
Scrifiture cannot be broken; ) 
Say ye of him, whom the Father 
hath sanctified and sent into the 
world, Thou blasfphemest, be- 
cause I said, I am the Son of 
God? John x, 34—36. Accord- 
ing to our Anti-Trinitarians, the 
meaning of this is as follows: 
‘in the Mosaic law, they are 
called gods, to whom a revela- 
tion was given by God, and 
whom he chose and commission- 
ed as the extraordinary teach- 
ers of mankind; consequently, 
I, who am an_ extraordinary 
teacher endowed with more ex- 
alted and divine illumination, 
may lawfully call myself God, 
and the Son of God.’ Now, in 
order to determine whether this 
be the meaning of the passage 
in question, let the following 
considerations be first duly 
weighed. 

1. If Jesus attached to his ex- 
pressions, which were judged 
to be blasphemy worthy of death, 
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only the assertion, that he was a 
divine teacher, did he not afford 
reason for the accusation to his 
face, that he denied his own 
clear, and express words? and 
must he not have expected it to 
be made? The controversy did 
not here respect the appellation 
of Ged, or Son of God, but the 
phrases, J give, (not I barely 
procure, but) J give to my fol- 
lowers eternal life; I and the 
Father are one. 

2. Jesus shewed plainly, and 
quite intelligibly to his opposers, 
that he did not at all explain away 
the exalted meaning of his pre- 
vious assertions, nor limit the 
elevated rank, which he had as- 
cribed to himself, to the dignity 
of a person divinely commission- 
ed, but stilla mere man; for af- 
ter this explanation of bis mean- 
ing, as some will have it, the 
Jews still sought to take and 
kill him; John x, 39. Jesus does 
not say, Zo me the word of God 
has come; but, The Father hath 
sanctified me—distinguished me 
with peculiar dignity—constitu- 
ted and exhibited me as one 
more exalted, more holy, more 
worthy of respect than others— 
and sent me into the world. 
He adds, (v. 37, 38,) If Ido not 
the works of my Lather, then be- 
lieve me not; butif I do, though 
ye believe not me, believe the 
works, that ye may know and be- 
lieve, that the Fatheris in me, 
and Iinhim. These are words, 
which neither Moses, nor any 
other prophet, ever ventured to 
utter, or ever could venture to 
utter, respecting himscli; much 
Jess to say, that nothing more 
Was meant, than to assert, that he 


was a divinely commissioned 
teacher. 


Vor. X, 


3. If anv one insists on trans- 
lating the words of Jesus, thus; 
If then, he calls those gods, whom 
God honored with his Revela- 
tions, &c. then he ascribes to 
him a palpable untruth; for Mo- 
ses hath not called prophets 
gods. This might, indeed, pass 
without being discovered by the 
New Theologians of our day, 
many of whom have not studied 
the Mosaic revelation so much 
as to know, whether the passage 
in question be in it or not. 
Among the Jews, however, to 
whom the writings of Moses 
were all familiar, this circum- 
stance could not have passed 
unnoticed. 

Ex. iv, !6, 4aron shall be ine 
stead of a mouth to thee, and thou 
shall be to him instead of God, 
does not constitute a proof to the 
contrary of what I have asserted. 
Here is a comparison of the 
connexion in which Moses and 
Aaron were mutually to stand, 
with the connexion of which 
one is reminded, with regard to 
a prophecy, between the Divini- 
ty who gives the prophecy, and 
the man who deliversit. Moses 
is likened unto God, not because 
he was a prophet, (for in com- 
parison with Moses, this char- 
acter was rather to be ascribed 
to Aaron,) but because he sent 
aman, who served under him, 
as a prophet serves God, by 
whom he is sent. 

Sull less does Moses use the 
word, gods, in the sense pretend- 
ed, in those passages, Ex. xxi, 
6; xxii, 28; which are the pas- 
saces refe fied toin Ps. Ixxxii, 
6, from which last passage our 
Savior. makes his quotation. 
lor in these passages, not teach- 
ers, but magistrates, are called 
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Elohim, gods, i. e. worthy of hon- 
or, entitled to reverence, 

To translate, then, the verses 
in question, thus: “In the law, 
they are called gods, to whom 
the divine Revelations were 
made,”’ is undoubtedly an error, 
and expresses what is contrary 
to the true state of the fact. 
Those are called gods in the 
law, who are intended in the 
passage now in question, or to 
whom the words, Ye are gods 
are addressed, in the 82d Psalm; 
i. e. magistrates. The mean- 
ing of the passage may be ren- 
dered unequivocal, by translat- 
ing it thus; Jf he called them 
gods, to whom this word or com- 
mand of God came; i. e. if those 
are called gods, who are address- 
ed in the passage cited from the 
Old Testament, Say ye of him, 
whom the Father hath sanctified, 
irc? 

4. The design of Jesus was, 
plainly, to convince his Jewish 
hearers at thattime in a brief 
manner, that his assertion, which 
had been so offensive to them, 
gave them no right to take away 
his life. The occasion did not 
permit his adducing formal 
proof, that he was truly God. 
Had he replied, ‘I am equal with 
God, and, that this is the case, 
I will now produce the evidence;’ 
they would have put him to 
death, if they had acted agreea- 
bly to the frame of mind in 
which they then were, before he 
could have finished his reply. 
Ifever a reply ad hominem, a 
contradiction of opposers on 
principles avowed and maintain- 
ed by themselves, be allowable, 
it certainly may be,in such a 
case as this. Every person, who 
proclaimed to the Jews any oth- 
er God, except Jehovah, was 
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guilty of a capital offence: such 
was the law of Moses. Jesus did, 
in fact, proclaim no other God; 
but he appeared to the Jews to 
be guilty of this crime. On the 
mere appearance of this guilt, 
the Jews charged him with 
blaspheming God, and sought to 
kill] him on the spot, without 
even a trial. Appropriately to 
the occasion, Jesus answers, ‘I 
have done no evil, which de- 
serves death. Whether I am 
in fact a blasphemer of God, on 
whom the law pronounces sen- 
tence of death, is a question 
which should be seriously inves- 
tigated, and not decided hastily 
from mere appearances: other- 
wise ye must adjudge Moses 
himself to be guilty of a like 
crime, for he calls magistrates 
Elohim, gods; not indeed with a 
design to proclaim strange gods, 
but you must admit that it has 
this appearance. A sentence of 
death hastily pronounced on me, 
would be as unjust as against 
Moses. Do you not inquire 
why he calls magistrates Elohim? 
And whether he does in fact 
oppose the unity of God? In- 
quire then, in like manner, with 
respect to my expressions be- 
fore you pass and execute your 
sentence.’ 

5. The kind of reasoning, 
which Jesus employs in opposi- 
tion to his enemies, is very ap- 
parent. ‘If the law styles those 
gods, to whom it says, Ye are 
gods, why should I be accused 
of blasphemy, because I said I 
am the Son of God? Because J 
said this, whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and sent into the 
world?’——A conclusion, ° evi- 
dently, @ minori ad majus, from 
the less to the greater! A kind 
of reasoning, which they must 
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entirely overlook, who suppose 
that Jesus intends to shew, that 
he is no greater than those who 
are addressed in the law. When 
Jesus says, ‘If God adorns the 
flowers of the fieid, and feeds 
the meanest fowls of the air, will 
he not feed and clothe you, who 
are his children?’ he surely does 
not mean to say, that pious men 
are of no more value in the sight 
of God, and have no more title 
to his care, than plants, and ani- 
mals! No—the very object of 
the comparison is to set in a 
striking point of view, the supe- 
rior worth of the children of God, 
and the consequent certainty 
that they will be provided for. 

So Christ, in the passage in 
question, and in the conclusion 
which it contains, does not affirm 
that he is only equal to the per- 
sons, whom Moses calls gods, 
but that he is far superior to 
them—“one whom the Father 
hath sanctified and sent into the 
world;’? an expression never ap- 
plied to magistrates. 

6. A critic, who well under- 
stands the Old Testament, will 
easily perceive, that Jesus does 
in factintroduce a very obnoxious 
proof, that he had lawfully afirm- 
ed, what he had said respecting 
himself. He calls himself the per- 
son, whom the Father had sancti- 
Jied, and sent into the world: and 
this is a mere translation of m7 
wyyon the sanctified of the Lord, 
and m7 WN, the angel, the sent 
of Jehovah. The former, accord- 
ing to the opinion of the Jews at 
that time, was the name of the 
Messiah; see Ps. xvi, 10, and the 
Messiah was, in the opinion ot 
many Jews then living, to bea 
divine person. The latter wasthe 
appeliation of an exalted person- 


age, who, agreeably to all which 
is said of him, was undeniably 
divine. Under this name, he 
often appeared to the Patriarchs, 
and manifested himself as Jeho- 
vah, the God of Israel. Jehovah 
says to Moses, ‘J send mine angel 
(ax5n) before thee, and my name 
isin him,i. e, agreeably to the 
Hebrew idiom; J am in him: Je- 
sus says, The father is in me, 
and Iin him. How exactly the 
two descriptions agree! 

With respect to objections 
drawn from other passages, 
where Jesus appears to repre- 
sent himself as inferior, or sub- 
ordinate to the Father, our diffi- 
culties may more briefly, and 
more easily be removed. One 
has only to remember, that our 
Savior was really man as well as 
God, and take care not to apply 
what he says of himself as man, 
to his divine nature. Thus, 
John xiv, 28, Zhe Father is 
greater than I. In the context 
immediately preceding, he says, 
I go to the father; and this 
he evidently spake of his human 
nature, for his Godhead was 
every where present; his human 
nature, then, was the subject of 
his consideration, when he made 
the expression in question. 

Thus also the address, Why 
callest thou me good? There is 
none good but one, that is God; 
Matt. xix, 17. By this answer, 
Jesus does not deny that he is 
God; but rather inquires of the 
young ruler who addressed him, 
whether he had sufficiently con- 
sidered the meaning of his ad- 
dress; whether he was willing to 
affirm, what his words strictly ta- 
ken, imported; and whether he 
did acknowledge him as perfect- 
ly good, or as divine. 
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So also the following; That 
they may know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent; John xvii, %. 
This appears, as if proper di- 
vinity were ascribed only to the 
Father, and that Christ is not the 
true God, in the same sense as 
the Father is. The force of the 
objection, however, lies only in 
the erroneous translation of the 
word 4402, which here, as often 
elsewhere, does not mean true 
in the sense of real, very, but 
veracious, 1. e. the God who ful- 
fils his promises. Tn the same 
sense John uses this word, iv, 
$7, and xix, 35; and this sense 
only agrees with the context; 
for Jesus is speaking of the hap- 
piness, which his appearance on 
earth and the accomplishment 
of his work, procure for his fol- 
lowers. ‘Eternal life,’ says he, 
‘is connected with this, that they, 
whom thou hast given me, may 
now know that thou art the true 
God, the only God whose promi- 
ses (lo not fail; the God, who hath 
performed, and will perform that 
most great and difficult promise, 
the redemption of men: and not 
only know this, but know him, 
by whom this proinise is fulfilled, 
whom thou hast promised to 
send, and hast actually sent; may 
know, or acknowledge me, Je- 
sus, as the Christ, the true Mes- 
siah.’ ‘Phis was the eternal life, 
obtained by Jesus for those, and 
only those, whom the Father 
had given him; John, xvii, 2. 
On the contraiy, the knowledge 
that Jehovah was the true, i. e. 
the real God, was possessed by 
the unbelieving Jews, of whom 
Jesus makes no mention jn his 
prayer, and for whom, according 
to verse 9th, he docs not ask any 
thing. 


Thus far the testimony of Je- 
sus respecting himself: and now, 
what say his disciples and apos- 
tles? 

(To be continued.) 


ON THE DIVINE DECREES AND 
FREE AGENCY. 


The following paper contains the sub- 
stance of a letter, from an aged minis- 
ter of the Gospel to a gentleman, who 
felt it difficult to reconcile free agency 
with the decrees of God, 


Very dear Sir, 


Upon my return home, I became 
possessed of your requests, and 
rejoiced in the proposal of them 
—partly as they would stimulate 
my mind to action; but especial- 
ly as they afforded an opportu- 
nity to express my gratitude for 
your respect and friendship, and 
to hope that I might confer some 
spiritual benefit for the hospital- 
ity of your house—but as the ob- 
servations “upon motives,” to 
myself were familiar and acci- 
dental, and the conversation was 
soon interrupted, and succeeded 
by a variety of questions upon 
other subjccts, 1 fear I cannot 
recollect them to my own Satis- 
faction, nor answerable to your 
desire and expectation. As far, 
however, as is practicable, I wiil 
effect it—requesting you, Sir, 
who probably possess the obser- 
vations more Cistinctly, to re- 
tain them in mind; and when 
aN opportunity presents, I will 
verbally supply deficiencies. 

The conversation commenced 
with remarks upon Dr. H.'s ser- 
mon occasioning the question, 
How can we reconcile the moral 
azency of man with the decrees 
of God? 

Upon this it was observed, 
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that we have the evidence of 
these doctrines from different 
sources. We have conclusive 
evidence of an established, uni- 
vergal system of divine govern- 
ment from reason and revelation. 
This is an object of faith. We 
believe it, or receive it as true, 
from the evidence of it addres- 
sed to our understandings. We 
have the knowledge of our moral 
agency, not from evidence ex- 
ternally exhibited—but from in- 
ternal perception and reflection 
—from a consciousness that we 
think, compare subjects, form 
conclusions, Choose and reject: 
and this evidence is direct and 
infallible. Weare as conscious 
of those exercises in which mor- 
al agency consists, as we are of 
our senses, or our existence. 
What if we cannot investigate 
the consistency between God’s 
eternal counsels, decrees, elec- 
tion and reprobation, and our 
moral agency? Is this a justifia- 
ble reason why we should reject 
either? Or shall this subject em- 
barrass us,when we admit others, 
without hesitation, as intricate 
and embarrassing? How do our 
eyes see, or our ears hear? Does 
it distress us, that we see with 
our eyes and hear with our ears? 
Yet the mode of seeing and hear- 
ing is as incomprehensible, as 
the consistency between the de- 
crees of God, and the moral a- 
gency of man—and when one 
person shall explain the Aow we 


» see and hear, another will recon- 
cile the moral agency of man 


~ with the absolute government of 
» God, 


Will you, Sir, permit it be to re- 


+) marked, that God’s counsels are 


not the objects about which mor- 
al agency is properly exerted. 


| They are without our province 


or sphere of action. Secret things 
belong to the Lord our God; but 
the things which he hath revealed 
to us and our children. The 
former are not the standard of 
moral action, nor shall we be 
judged by them. In effecting 
his eternal counsels, or decrees, 
God has created the heavens and 
earth, formed an endless variety 
of objects, and produced natural 
and moral good and evil. He 
hath given us natural and moral 
existence, and subjected us to 
moral obligation and responsi- 
bility. He hath set life and death 
before us, referfed them to our 
option, and suspended our eter- 
nal interests upon our spontane- 
ous election; and these objects 
involve the great motives to mor- 
al action. Moral agency con- 
sists in spontaneous volition, or 
unrestrained choice. In the ex- 
ecution of his counsels, God ex- 
hibits the object, or motive, and 
we make our choice, and in mak- 
ing our election, do we not pos- 
sess and exercise as perfect ra- 
tional liberty, or moral agency, 
as can possibly exist? and this 
in perfect consistency with the 
absolute government of God? 
Has not this effected a reconcil- 
iation between these important, 
and supposed to be, discordant 
subjects? Will it be said, The 
choice of the object, or compli- 
ance with the motive, was de- 
creed, and this destroyed the 
morality of it? It may be replied: 
True; the choice was decreed, 
and it was involved in the de- 
cree, that it should be the spon- 
taneous choice ofa responsible, 
moral agent, and was so far from 
destroying moral agency, and 
the morality of the choice, that 
it positively confirmed them. 
Decrees are not motives, and 
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can excite no acts of the will; and 
as the decree is secret, and not 
perceived by the mind, it can 
have no influence upon the act, 
or choice, of the agent. The a- 
gent, consequently, is as free 
and moral with the decree, as he 
could have been if no decree had 
existed. Add even to this: The 
decree is God’s act, and the 
choice the act of the agent; and 
the act of God in eternity, can 
never be the act of an agent in 
time The decree undoubtedly 


respected the act, or choice, of 


the agent, and without it would 
have been ineffectual and abor- 
tive, and the agent, by his volun- 
tary act, has given efficacy, or 
effect, to the decree of God. 
When objects are represented 
aS motives exciting volition, or 
an act of the will, it is to be par- 
ticularly remarked, that this 
should not be understood of ob- 
jects abstractly, or simply con- 
sidered, but in connexion with 
the state of the heart. External 
objects simply exhibited have no 
attractive influence to excite the 
choice of the will. Zhey derive 
their influence, or efficacy, from 
their congeniality, or consent, to 
THE DISPOSITION OF THE HEART, 
Hence the same object, present- 
ed to persons of different and 
opposite inclinations and char- 
acters, will make different im- 
pressidns, and produce opposite 
effects. Phat moral object, which 
irresistibly attracts one, infalli- 
bly repels the other. Propose 
attending a scene of worldly a- 
muscement, the theatre for in- 
stance, to an heavenly-minded 
saint, and he revolts from it with 
disgust; to an awakened sinner, 
and he reilects upon the scene 
with horrer; tu a vain, gay youth, 
and the prospect ecnraptures his 
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soul; and if there be mirth, mu- 
sic, and good action, the place is 
a sensual paradise. Propose at- 
tending public worship toa prof- 
ligate sinner, and he instantly 
complains, What a weariness is it; 
to an awakened sinner, inquiring 
what he shall doto be saved, and 
he complies with avidity, in the 
hope of deriving relief and com- 
fort; to a devout saint, and he 
immediately responds, I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let 
us goufito the house of the Lord. 
If an avaricious person, with 
prospects of accumulating prop- 
erty, be unexpectedly discon- 
certed, he becomes inconsolable. 
Suggest, that it may be for his 
spiritual benefit, and you are a 
miserable comforter. Inform 
him how he may retrieve his dis- 
appointment, you are wise and 
good us an angel. If the out- 
ward circumstances of a saint be 
prosperous, and he be denied the 
gracious presence of God, his 
spirits sink, and he goes mourn- 
ing all the day. Propose his af- 
fluence for his support; he re- 
plies, Zhis avails me nothing; but 
if his circumstances be embar- 
rassing and his prospects gloo- 
my and dark as midnight, and 
Christ only whispers, Zhou art 
mine, it is morning with his soul. 
Of what ayail, my dear Sir, are 
speculations, if they be not ap- 
plied to the all-important sub- 
jects of religion? If moral ob- 
jects derive their influence, and 
become stimulating motives,ex- 
citing the choice of the will ac- 
cording to the disposition of the 
heart, and this disposition is nat- 
urally, altogether corrupted and 
Vitiated, it is infallibly certain, 
that for a heart with such a dis- 
position, spiritual objccts, a holy 
God, Christ, religion and heav- 
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en, will have no attractions; they 
will be objects of its extreme 
dicgust and aversion; and sin- 
ful objects will excite its choice, 
will be preferred, and em- 
brated with complacency, even 
at the hazardand in the view 
of interminable perdition. This 
exhibits the basis and propriety 
of Christ’s solemn assertion of 
the absolute necessity of being 
born again—of having a spiritual 
and holy disposition formed in 
the heart; preparing us to pre- 
fer, choose, delight and rejoice 
in, a holy God, Christ, and heav- 
en. This change must be effect- 
ed immediately by the power 
and grace of God. 

If the extension and umplifi- 
cation of the subject be offen- 
sive, I pray you, Sir, pardon the 
error—for truly, the request 
suggested a series of subjects, 
so grateful to the mind, that (es- 
pecially when attended with the 
hope of explaining and relieving 
doctrines which perplex and 
confound many to their destruc- 
tion) the pleasure of pursuing it 
could not be resisted nor aban- 
doned. 

This effort was commenced 
in the hope, and has been com- 
pleted, and is now conveyed with 
desires and prayers, that God 
would sanctify and bless it, to 
preserve you from stumbling at 
the word; that he would reveal 
and form Christ, the hope of 
glory, in your soul; and make 
you wise to salvation. 

I am, very dear Sir, your af- 
fectionate friend, sched 


ON THE CAUSES OF ERROR. 

i To the Editor of the Panoplist. 

ir, 

le the following remarks should be judged 
worthy a place in your useful publica- 


tion, you are requested to insert them. 
Should you approve of the piece in the 
main, while some sentences or expres- 
sions seem objectionable. you are at lib- 
erry to correct them. W ishing suceess 
to your labors in the cause of Christ, 
I am yours, Xe. A.D. 
THovuGu man is the only terres. 
trial being, that is endued with 
reason, and a capacity of per- 
ceiving truth, yet we find by ob- 
servation, that he is more attach- 
edtoerror than totruth. Rea- 
son, which was given him that 
he might find out and maintain 
truth, is degraded, enlisted in 
the cause of error, and made use 
of in framing many absurdities 
disgraceful to human nature, and 
pernicious to the best interests 
of mankind. Man was formed 
upright. but he has scught out 
many inventions. Errors of va- 
rious kinds have abounded in all 
preceding ages, and they abound 
inthe present If we look a- 
round upon the world, how few 
do we behold, who embrace the 
truth! What a vast multitude of 
erroneous opivions are enter- 
tained by men! Opinions sbock- 
ing not only to piety, but to com- 
mon sense and humanity! If we 
consider, further, that all these 
erroneous opinions necessarily 
produce erroneous conduct; as 
necessarily as Causes produce 
effects, and trees produce fruits 
of their own kind, will it net be 
well to inquire briefly into the 
causes of error, and learn by 
what means men ere thus delud- 
ed,—and made tu embrace fool- 
ish, absurd and impious doc- 
trines. By so doing only can we 
remedy the evil; for the fountain 
must first’be cleansed in order 
to sweeten the sireams. Let us 
then briefly inquire into the cau- 
ses of error 
1. An innate aversion to the 
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truth is one great and indeed 
the principal cause of error. 
There is in the hearts of all 
men this innate aversion to 
the truth. Mankind naturally 
love error. The glorious and 
salutary truths, revealed in the 
word of God, are so opposed to 
the corrupt and vicious inclina- 
tions of men, that they are nat- 
urally hostile to these truths and 
inclined to substitute some other 
doctrines more congenial to 
their sinful dispositions. 

Men will easily believe almost 
any thing but the truth. It is 
certain, that there is no opinion 
too absurd, or too impious, for 
them to believe. Anv thing that 
will allow them to gratify the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, will do 
better than the truth. Why is 
it that men choose to worship 
gods of wood and stone rather 
than the true and living God? 
Is it not that they think that 
these gods will Jet them live as 
they list, while the character of 
Jehovah forbids iniquity of all 
kinds? I cannot believe that idol- 
atry is tobe imputed in all cases 
to ignorance. It must be impu- 
ted, sometimes at least, to the 
aversion of men to the character 
of God. Averse to this, they 
form to themselves such gods as 
their imaginations have devised; 
such gods as will favor their vi- 
ces and abominations. For the 
Same reason, men reject the 
truths of the Gospel. These 
truths are uvppalatable; there- 
fore they are often wholly re- 
jected, or new modelled and 
metamorphosed till the disgust- 
ing features are removed, and 
the doctrines assumeaform more 
agreeable to the wicked heart. 

2, Pride of reasoning is anothe 
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er cause of error. Men are un- 
willing to be indebted to the Fa- 
ther of lights for their creed, 
They imagine this or that doc- 
trine to be unreasonable, because 
they cannot comprehend, it. 
They make their dark and mis- 
guided minds the standard of 
truth. By this they try the doc- 
trines of the Bible; and deny, 
or explain away, those, which are 
not agreeable to it. This pre- 
sumption is not confined to the 
learned; it is found among the il- 
literate. They, also, are proud 
of their understanding; and will 
often believe nothing which they 
are not able to comprehend. 
Yet it is true, that the learned 
are more liable to err from this 
cause than the ignorant. Knowd- 
edge fiuffeth uf; and the learn- 
ed, having contracted habits of 
reasoning, are more exposed 
to reason themselves into er- 
ror. Metaphysical reasonings 
on religious subjects are to be 
introduced with caution. The 
man who employs them is” in 
danger of being s0 much taken 
up with deducing consequences, 
and drawing inferences, as to 
depart from the spirit of the 
Gospel, and leave its simple and 
sublime truths for those which are 
more philosophical and intricate. 

3. An over curious spirit of 
inquiry is a third cause of error. 
There are some minds, which 
are not content with plain truths; 
but are forever prying into some 
hidden and abstruse subject. 
To such persons there is great 
danger of running into error. 
While they imagine that they 
are improving the Christian sys- 
tem, they may invelve them- 
selves in error, and introduce 
tenets Inconsistent with the Gos- 
pel. The great truths of Chris- 
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tianity are simple; and have been 
understood in all ages of the 
church, when holiness has pre- 
vailed over iniquity. They, 
therefore, who in the present 
day, undertake to alter the es- 
sential doctrines of the Gospel, 
and change the creed of the 
faithful martyrs of God, who 
have testified to the truth, at the 
expense of their blood, introduce 
innovations dangerous to the 
peace of the church and the wel- 
fare of immortal souls. A pride 
of discovery may help on such 
inquiries, and make them more 
daring and more dangerous. 
Such is the disposition of man, 
that he will be proud of being 
called the father of something 
new, though it should be brand- 
ed with infamy by all the faith- 
ful followers of the Lamb. 

4. The introduction of world- 
ly wisdom into religious discus- 
sions has been another source of 
error. The wisdom of men is 
foolishness with God; and men 
must become fools before they 
can be truly wise. Some men 
with hearts unsubdued by divine 
grace have taken upon them- 
selves to write upon the doc- 
trines of Christianity. It is to 
be expected that such persons 
will pervert the truth; and, 
when aided by genius and learn: 
ing, that their works will be spe- 
Clous and delusive, so that num- 


bers will be led away by these 
wolves in sheep’s clothing. The 
errors which have been intro- 
duced by the Pelagian, Armini- 
an and Socinian writings prove 
this. Professions of a candid 
inquiry after truth, subtle argu- 
ments, and ambiguous expres- 
sions, have been found by the 
enemy of souls, powerful wea- 
pons in the subversion of truth, 
and the introduction of false doc- 
trines. This secret, but effectu- 
al method of spreading error 
has of late infected all branches 
of knowledge. Treatises on 
the arts, on geology, geography, 
astronomy, biography, &c. have 
been employed in disseminating 
the fatal poison. 

These are some of the causes 
of error, and they should be care- 
fully guarded against. The 
present is a critical period; the 
enemies of the truth are pecul- 
larly vigilant; they are employ- 
ing every species of art and cun- 
ning to beguile the souls of men, 
and lead them in the path to 
ruin. Shall the friends of truth 
be asleep while these things are 
done? Shali they not be vigilant 
in the glorious cause of the Gos- 
pel? Shall they not use their 
best endeavors to promote the 
extension and final triumph of 
the kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! 


A. D. 


~ MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the Panoplist. 


CONNECTICUT SOCIETY FOR THE PROMO- 
TION OF GOOD MORALS. 


Tue first semi-annual meeting 
ofthe Connecticut Society for the 
Promotion of good Morals, was 


Voi. X. 


holden, as the Constitution di- 
rects, at the court house in New 
Haven, Wednesday, Oct. 20, 
1813. 

At 6 o'clock, P. M.a large 
number of members attended. 
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The President was present and 
took the chair. 

It may be recollected, that the 
Constitution recommends and 
invites the formation of Branch 
Societies—one in every parish 
of the state. A slight inspec- 
tion of the plan is sufficient to 
show, that the hopes of those 
who were friendly tothe refor- 
mation and preservation of mor- 
als, were especially fixed on the 
efficiency of these Branch Socie- 
ties An inquiry concerning 
the progress which had been 
made in the formation of such 
essential auxiliaries, was, of 
course, the first business of the 
meeting. 

At an hour previously assign- 
ed, the Society attended in the 
place of public worship, where, 
according to an appointment 
made at their first aunual meet- 
ing, asermon was delivered by 
the Rev. Lyman Beecher. Text, 
The Sabbath was made for man. 

After divine service, the Soci- 
Cty again assembled in the court 
house. 

The Hon. Simeon Baldwin, 
Asa Chapinan, Esq. and the Rev. 
Samuel Merwin, were appoint- 
ed a committee to “present the 
thanks of the Society to the Rev. 
Mr. Beecher, for his sermon de- 
livered this evening, and to re- 
quest a copy of the same, that it 
miay be printed.”’ 

The inquiry on the establish- 
ment of Branch Societies was 
resumed: After attending to a 
few reports, the meeting was ad- 
journed till the next evening, 
then tobe holden in the same 
place. The session of that 
evening was closed with prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Merwin. 

Thursday, Oct. 2ist. Phe So- 
cicty mct according to adjourn- 


ment. The unfinished inquiry 
of the. preceding session was 
completed. 

About thirty Branch Societies 
were reported, as having been 
formed and organized in variovs 
parts of the state. Their res- 
pective constitutions, with their 
resolutions and plans of proce- 
dure, for the suppression of vice 
and the encouragement of good 
morals, were, some of them, 
communicated. Information was 
likewise received of sundry othe 
er Branches, from which no 
members were present, and of 
whose proceedings, theretore, 
no specific reports were exhibit- 
ed 

In consequence of applications 
from afew of the Branch Socie- 
ties, for advice relative to the 
most efficient mode of operation, 
the following resolutions were 
passed, 

Resolved, That, in the opinion 
of the general Society, each 
Branch Society is competent to 
decide tor itself, on the best 
measures to be adopted, within 
its own limits, for promoting the 
great object of the institution. 

Resolved, That it be recome 
mended to the Branch Societies, 
that in May, annually, they re- 
port to the committee, the time 
of their organization; the names 
and numbers of their members; 
the measures they have adopted; 
and the effects produced. 

Vacancies among the offices 
ofthe general Society were fill- 
ed by the following elections; 
Asa Chapman, Lsq. Vice Presi- 
dent, in the place of the Hon. 
Jonathan Ingersol; Mr. Jeremiah 
Day, Pretessor in Yale College, 
Corresponding Secretary, In the 
place of Charles Denison, Esq. 
aud General Garrit Smith, Com- 
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mittee, inthe place of Charles 
Sigourney. 

The Hon. Simeon Baldwin, 
and the Rev. Messrs. Tyman 
Beecher and Nathaniel W. Tay- 
1ér, were chosen acommittee to 
confer with such gentlemen as 
might be appointed by the Con- 
vention of the Medical Society, 
on the means of promoting the 
object of this Association. 

Ichabod L. Skinner, Stephen 
Twining, and James Morris, Es- 
quires, were appointed a com- 
mittee to devise means of de- 
fraying the incidental expenses 
of the general Society. 

The Rev. Calvin Chapin was 
appointed to deliver a sermon at 
the second annual meeting, to 
be holden :n May next; and the 
Rev. Heman Humphrey was ap- 
pointed his substitute. 

“Voted, That 500 copies of 
the Constitution be printed and 
distributed by Mr. Increase 
Cooke.” 

The Rev. Calvin Chapin and 
Thomas Day, Esq. were request- 
ed to prepare a statement of 
the proceedings, at this meeting, 
and transmit the same to the ed- 
itor of the Panoplist for publica- 
tion. The meeting was con- 
cluded with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor. 

Numerous details of opera- 
tion were not to be expected, in 
this early period of the institu- 
tion. The prospects, however, 
presented by the reports, and 
the unanimity of sentiment ma 
ifested in favor of the Society’s S 
purposes, were pleasant and an- 
imating. To the object of the 
Institution an attention, of great 
respectability and weight, had 
evidently been excited through 
the state. 


In afew places cnly, had the 
Branch Societies commenced 
their operations. In these few, 
measures honorable to the Chris- 
tian name, and worthy of citizens 
enlightened by the moral pre- 
cepts of the Gospel, had been 
adopted, and firmly and ef- 
fectually pursued. The results 
had, in their nature, been such 
precisely as every friend to the 
human family could wish. Much 
had been done to restrain the 
bold profanation of God’s name 
and day—much to discourage 
the deadly use of strong drink. 
The same happy results will un- 
questionably follow the same 
excrtions wherever made. 

It should not be forgotten, that 
nothing valuable can ever be ac- 
complished without action and 
energy. Whatever evils the sloth- 
ful man may desire to see sup- 
pressed, his hand must be drawn 
from his bosom, if he would not 
hang as a dead weight upon a 
good cause. Even the limited 
experience of a few months 
furnishes ample «ncouragement. 
No insuperable difficulties can 
be discovered in the suggestions 
of indolence, or of fear; or of 
that unparalleled thirst for un- 
godly cain which now so exten- 
sively bids defiance to every mor- 
al principle. Ouly iet all, that be- 
hold and lament the desolation 
of abounding licentiousness, lay 
aside their cold, calculating cau- 
tiousness—their groundless tim- 
idity—their inordinate avarice— 
and no dion will be seen in the 
way of putting notorious vice to 
shame. 

It is no irrational expectation 
which the numerous triends of 
this institution induige. In pur- 


suanece of the united exertions 
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recommended and urged by the 
system of the general Society, 
certainly much may be done for 
the well being of families, of 
neighborhoods, of our country, 
and the world. 

At the same time, it is per- 
fectly evident, that the effects of 
the system thus happily com- 
menced, must, under a merciful 
Providence, depend, from year 
to year, on the discreet, but faith- 
ful, persevering, and zealous, 
efforts of such as feel the indis- 
pensable bearings of morality 
upon the best interests of man- 
kind. Nor, when the great body 
of considerate people shall be 
led to a serious view of its im- 
mense importance, can the want 
of such efforts be apprehended 
for a moment. 

Through this and similar in- 
stitutions, then, the friends of 
social and moral order have a 
right to look forward with hope. 
They dothus look forward. It 
is impossible to behold those nu- 
merous citizens, who are reput- 
able for sobriety, intelligence, 
and integrity, combined in active 
measures for the suppression of 
vice and the promotion of good 
morals, without the strong and 
lively anticipation of effects in 
which every good man’s heart 
exults. To the moral influence 
of sucha union, guided by such 
principlés, for the accomplish- 
ment of such ends, the just mind 
will not turn itself in vain, to 
see the widely extended practice 
of that righteousness wiich ex- 
altetha nation; and the stamp 
of public infamy fixed upon 
those sins which are the refrroach 
of any fieopile. 

CaLVIN lal Pv 

, ommiltee 

Tuomas Day, 


ON CHARITY LIBRARIES. 


For the Panoplist. 


C. A. “On the distribution of re- 
ligious tracts,’’* closes his com- 
munication thus: “From perus- 
ing these observations, perhaps 
some person may be induced to 
turn his thoughts to this subject, 
and offer to the public some im- 
provement of the above plan. 
In such a case I shall be much 
gratified.” 

Induced by this communica- 
tion of C. A. I offer the following 
communication. Whether it con- 
tains an improvement of C. A.’s 
plan, the public must determine. 

In new and destitute settle- 
ments, where it is thought prop- 
er to Cistribute books and tracts, 
let small libraries be formed, to 
consist altogether of religious 
books. In each of these libra- 
ries, and under the care of a h- 
brarian and assistants, place ten, 
twenty, thirty, forty volumes, or 
more, according to circumstan- 
ces, and as many tracts, stitched 
in small volumes, as you please, 
to be drawn and returned ac- 
cording to ceriain rules. In this 
manner, both the books and the 
tracts will be preserved with 
care, and circulated among the 
inhabitants to great advantage. 

Let the rules for regulating 
these livraries be as simple as 
possible: but, by ali means, let 
ope of them be an exhortation 
to remember the Sabbaih day and 
keeft it holy As it is certain, 
tha: the books will be of httle 
scrvice, unless they are read; 
and as they Cannot be read with 
out time; if time cannot be af- 
iorded on the Sabbath, it 1s cere 


“See Pan. for Sept. (part UL) 1813, p. 
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tain that it will not be on any 
other day. Perhaps, also, it 
would be useful to require, that 
persons, in order to receive the 
benefit of the library, should re- 
frain from profane swearing, and 
the intemperate use of ardent 
spirits. That a family may en- 
joy the benefit of the library, let 
the head of it be required to sub- 
scribe the constitution and laws. 

To complete the system, and 
render it more efficient, and pro- 
ductive of greater good, let each 
library, so formed, be the prop- 
erty of some Missionary Socic- 
ty, in the first instance, and un- 
der their inspection and control, 
and removable at their pleasure: 
and let that Society, as often at 
least as once a year, send a mis- 
sionary to each of the places, 
where such a library is estab- 
lished, with a commission to in- 
spect the library and make re- 
port; so that, if it be neglected, 
or abused, it may be removed to 
some other place. 

It may also be stipulated, that 
whenever the people, In any one 
of these settlements, feel able, 
they may purchase the library of 
the Missionary Society, at a mod- 
erate estimate of its value. Then 
it will be their own, and the mon- 
ey may be devoted to establish 
a library in some other destitute 
settlement. 

Itis believed that charity li- 
braries, thus established, will be 
very useful: for they will not 
only furnish the means of in- 
struction to many, who are des- 
titute, but they will operate di- 
rectly to restrain vice and pro- 
mote Virtue; they will strength- 
en the hands of the pious, and 
of those, who wish to support 
order, by Combining their influ- 
ence, and giving them the influ- 


ence of missionaries and the 
Missionary Society; they will 
furnish employment to the ris- 
ing generation, and an opportu. 
nity of improving their minds; 
and they will add to the good in- 
fluence of missionaries. ‘To 
these things we may add, that 
these libraries will bear standing 
testimony, which cannot be re- 
sisted, that the friends of reli- 
gion are sviiling to sacrifice a 
portion of their property to de 
good to the souls of men. 

That this is not mere theor 
will appear from the following 
facts, with which the writer is 
personally acquainted, 

On the last of May, 1813, two 
ministers, (one of them a mis- 
sionary) moved by the cry from 
the wilderness, Come over inte 
Macedonia, and helfius, under- 
took to procure books for, at 
least, one or two charitable lib- 
raries, to consist of Scot:’s Fam- 
ily Bible, bound in 18 volumes, 
and other practical and experi- 
mental works, so as to make 25 
or 30 volumes for each library. 
They had no funds, and there- 
fore depended onthe success, 
which Divine Providence might 
give, by opening the hearts of 
the pious and the liberal. Sub- 
scription papers were drawn and 
circulated: and through the good 
hand of God ufion them,they had 
the pleasure of seeing collected, 
Within 5 months, no lessthan 350 
volumes of new, bound books, 
including 10 sets of Scott, euch 
in I8 volumes, besices many 
tracts and pamphlets They had 
also subscriptions, In money and 
books, to a considerable amount, 
still remaining 

These books were sufficient 
for 10 libraries on the plan pro- 
posed, Six have been already 














established to the joy of many 
destitute people, and returns of 
them have been made to the 
Berkshire and Columbia Mis- 
sionary Society, whose property 
they now are, and under whose 
inspection and control they are 
placed. The remaining books, 
and as many more as can be 
procured, will be formed into 
libraries, as soon as the neces- 
Sary preparation can be made in 
new settlements; and it is hoped 
that, under the divine blessing, 
they may be instrumental of 
much good. 

The libraries, already estab- 
lished, are in the counties of 
Montgomery and Saratoga, in 
the northern part of the state of 
New York. 

On the same plan, if the means 
were furnished, charity libraries 
might be established to a great 
extent. It would be desirable 
to have them in all our new set- 
tlements. There appears to be 
need of them along the borders 
ofthe wilderness through Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, New 
York, Ohio, and the country 
south and west of Ohio, as far as 
our territories extend. 

If such libraries should be es- 
tablished in those places, they 
would be so many posts and for- 
tifications for the establishment 
of the Gospel, where missiona- 
ries might consider themselves 
as at home, and would serve as 
arallying point for all the friends 
of truth and virtue, 

It would be easy to enlarge, 
but the writer fears, that he has 
@ccupied too much space on the 
pages of the Panoplist for a 
stranger, and therefore will close 
by observing, that, if it should 
be thought desirable, he will for- 
ward for publication the Consti- 
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-‘Tacity and 


Jay. 


tution and Laws, which have 
been framed for those charity 
libraries, which have been al- 
ready established. 


Pirouzoc. 


STUBBORN FACTS, 
To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 


Tue annexed statement was 
made, in the year 1803, by a 
gentleman of unquestionable ve- 
accuracy. It was 
lately found among his loose pa- 
pers; and, by his consent, it is 
now forwarded to you for inser- 
tion in the Panoplist. The town 
alluded to, is not on the seaboard, 
but in the interior of Massachu- 
setts. Its inhabitants are, prin- 
cipally, husbandmen and me- 
chanics, who have never been 
considered as peculiarly addict- 
ed to intemperance; but on the 
contrary, have had as high a rep- 
utation for industry and sobriety 
of manners as, perhaps, any peo- 
ple in New England. 

The statement is thus given: 
“In this town, we annually pay 
taxes for the following purposes, 
and nearly the following sums, 
viz. 

For schools - $800 

For support of the poor 1000 

State ard County taxes 900 

For support of two Minis- 
ters - - 

For making and mending 

highways 7 3800 
Allow for incidental char- 

ees - - 1000 


670* 


—_— 


Amount, $7.370 
It is found by exact inquiry, 
that, within one year, the fol- 





*Each minister is partly supported by 
a parsonage. 
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lowing quantities of ardent spir- 
its have been retailed in this 
town. 

Fighty hogsheads of New Eng- 
land rum, which at 61 cents per 
gablon, amount to $6,240 
Fifty hogsheads, West 

India do. at $1 per gal. 5,900 
Twelve hogsheads of 

brandy,at $150 per gal. 2,250 

Six hogsheads of gin, at 
$1 50 per gal. 1,170 





Amounting to the enor- 

mous sum of ¥ 15,560.” 

The paper addsa single re- 
fiection—*The money which is 
paid for schools, for the mainte- 
nance of the poor, for the sup- 
port of the Ministry, and for re- 
pairing highways, is’ expended 
in the town, and again circulates 
among us; ana for it we receive 
an equivalent, in the preaching 
of the Gospel, in the education 
of our children, In convenient 
roads, and in the administration 
of good government. But the 
money paid for ardent spirits, all 
goes out of the town. Fifteen 
thousand, five hundred and sixty 
dollars, carried out of town year- 
ly—and for what!” 

Now, Mr. Editor, among all 
the glaring statements on this 
subject, which have been con- 
tained in your pages, I have seen 
nothing that sufpasses this. The 
population of the town, to which 
this sketch applies, was at the 
time about 3000:—so that the 
expense of ardent spirits was 
$5,25, to each man, woman, and 
child, for one year: or about $30 
to each family. I forbear to fol- 
low out the train of reflections 
suggested by these facts. Let 
every plain man sit down to the 
computation for himself. By 
the use of a few figures, he may 


see, that more than twenty mis- 
sionaries inIndia might have been 
supported by one town, with the 
same money that was employed 
to procure poverty, poison, and 
death to, its inhabitants! Ad- 
mitting what I have supposed, 
that the people of this town are 
not peculiarly addicted to spirits, 
it is certain that, within the same 
year, the inhabitants of Massa- 
chusetts and Maine, must have 
paid, for the same deadly poison, 
at least three millions, sixteen 
thousand, four hundred and sizx- 
ty one dollars. Happily, the 
progress of this evil has been 
partially arrested by the recent 
circumstances of the country, 
and the efforts of good men. We 
look back and exclaim,—“Veri- 
ly we have been dreaming on the 
brink of a tremendous gulf! Our 
institutions, our liberties, our ex- 
istence as a people, have been 
in jeopardy. Still we are but 
half awakened from our dream, 
if we suffer the work of refor- 
mation to languish, and shrink 
from the labor of finishing what 
has been so auspiciously begun.” 


CAUTION TO YOUNG MEN, 


PERHAPS no opinion has been 
more prevalent, than that a mod- 
erate, daily use of ardent spirits 
is harmless; though intemper- 
ance is universally considered as 
fatal to health and life. This o- 
pinion has ruined multitudes. 
It is by this Aarmiless, moderate 
use of spirits that habit fastens 
its iron fetters on its thousand 
victims. Especially is this the 
fact with a certain class of in- 
valids; and with those day labor- 
ers, who expect to receive spir- 
its at stated times, from their 
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employers. Dr. H—, one of the 
most eminent physicians that 
New England has produced, 
used to say, that a man of vigor- 
ous constitution might be in- 
toxicated once a month, and yet, 
if he abstained from spirits in 
the intervals, might perhaps 
live to old age: but that no young 
man, who habitually drinks spir- 
its every day, especially before 
breakfast, has any considerable 
prospect of reaching the age of 
forty. ¥. 


FABLE OF GUNPOWDER AND 
BRANDY. 


E:rtracted from Berkley’s Minute Phi- 
losopher, p. 104, New Haven ed. 1805. 


“THe government of the north 
being once upon a time vacant, 
the prince of the power of the 
air convened a council; where- 
in, upon competition between 
two demons of rank, it was de- 


termined they should both make 
trial of their abilities, and he 
should succeed, who did most 
mischief. One made his ap- 
pearance in the shape of gun- 
powder, the other in that of bran- 
dy: The former was a declared 
enemy, and roared with a terri- 
ble noise, which made folks a- 
fraid, and put them on their 
guard: the other passed as a 
friend and physician through the 
world, cisguised himself with 
sweets, and perfumes, and drugs, 
made his way into the ladies’ 
cabinets, and the apothecaries’ 
shops, and, under the notion of 
helping digestion, comforting 
the spirits, and cheering the 
heart, produced direct contrary 
effects; and, having insensibly 
thrown great numbers of human 
kind into a fatal decay, was 
found to people hell and the 
grave so fast, as to merit the 
government, Ww hich he still pos- 
Sesses.’ 


REVIEW. 


LVI. Zhe Columbiad. 


(Continued from vol. ix. p. 505.) 


Tuart the barbarous diction of 
Mr. Barlow’s poem is not justly 
chargeable,upon America, it is 
happily in our power to prove 
beyond the possibility of a doubt. 
The Vision of Columbus, which 
is written In a very pure style, 
was composed and published be- 
fore the author had left his nae 
tive country. It is greatly su- 


perior to the poem, which we 
are now reviewing, and was 
bighly creditable to the author. 
During the interval of about 


twenty years, which elapsed from 
the publication of the Vision of 
Columbus to that of the Colum- 
biad, the poet resided at Algiers, 
Paris, London, and other places 
in the eastern world. In the lat- 
ter work, numerous marks of the 
residence at Paris are discerni- 
ble; and, perhaps, if every place 
through which the writer passed 
were to put in its claims, all the 
new words and phrases might 
easily be accounted for without 
recurring to America in a single 
instance. 

It is proper to remark, in this 
place, that Engiish and Scotch 
Reviewers have discovered a hy- 
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percritical petulance, on the sub- 
ject of Americanisms, not very 
compatible with their high pre- 
tensions to the character of dig- 
nified and impartial critics. 
Without denying that our coun- 
trymen may have inseusibly 
formed a few phrases, which va- 
ry in aslight degree from the 
best use in England; and that 
they may also have introduced a 
few words. not betore sanctioned 
in our language, by deriving 
nouns from verbs, verbs from 
nouns, &c.; yet we can prove 
undeniably, that in nearly all the 
instances which we have seen 
noticed, the words in question 
were not Americanisms; i. e. 
they were neither first used in 
this country, nor are they in any 
sense peculiar to our writers. 

The word advocate, for ex- 
ample, used as a verb, has been 
called an Americanism by the 
Anthology critics, if not by Eng- 
lish reviewers. It is not justly 
so called, as it is sanctioned by 
respectable English authority. 

But no other word has fur- 
nished so much employment for 
wits and critics, as the verb ¢o 
improve, and its derivatives. 
The first and most proper sense 
of this word, is, to make better, 
fo advance a thing toward fer- 
fection, Another sense,in which 
the word is constantly used a- 
mong us, is, tu make a guod use 
of, to employ toadvantage. When 
used in this sense, the word is 
called an Americanisin. Dr. 
Franklin began the charge ma- 
ny years ago; and it has been a 
thousand times repeated. The 
flippant English travelier,* when 


me © Os 
__*We here refer to a class of empty, 
idle, ignorant travellers, with which this 
eountry has been much infested. They 


VoL X. 


he first arrives among us, cannot 
understand the goed minister, 
who exhorts the young to im- 
hrove their time, and who regu- 
larly comes to the zmprovement 
of his sermon. He affects, also, 
to be nonplussed, when he hears 
the clearing and tilling of lands 
ina newcountry styled improve- 
ments; which, by the way, is tak- 
ing the word in its strictest and 
most proper sense, and simply 
applying it to a new object; for 
the clearing of land is undoubt- 
ediy an improvement, aS it makes 
the land more valuable. The 
question, whether the second 
use of the word originated in 
this country, is easily settled. 
To a person, who is even mod- 
erately Conversant with English 
books, it cannot be a matter of 
doubt, that from a period, ante- 
cedent to the settlement of this 
country, to .he present day, the 
word has been used in this sense, 
without the smallest intermis- 
sion, by very respectable wri- 
ters, who hever saw America. It 
is so used by Baxter, Beveridge, 
and their cotemporaries, by 
Watts, Doddridge, and their co- 
temporaries, and by Mrs. More, 
Mr. Wibertorce, Mr. Scott, the 
writers In the Christian Obsery- 
er, and a multitude of other 
popular authors, who are now 
living. ‘This use of the word is 
much more common in religious 
books, than within the circle of 
polite literature: yet a friend of 
ours, whois observant of such 
matters, has assured us, that, in 
the course cf his reading, he has 
remarked more than tweniy in- 


‘stances of the same use of the 


make great books, on returning to Ew. 
rope, and effectually mislead aud deceive 
multitudes of readers. 
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word in Addison, Goldsmith, 
Thomson, and other English 
classics. So much for this .dmer- 
tcanism. After all, we wish a 
good substitute could be found 
for the word in this sense; but, 
unless such a substitute zs found, 
the old use will continue, where- 
ever the English language is 
written or spoken. 

There is another use of the 
word, which is so contrary to all 
propriety, that we cannot but no- 
tice it. It is no less, than to 
make a bad use of; as when a 
person is said to have improved 
his youth in sin and folly. This 
cannot be said to bea general 
use; but it is toofrequent. It is 
not confined to the western side 
of the Atlantic. M’Crie, in his 
life of Knox, has it more than 
once: 

Another use still, not so ut- 
terly perverted as the last men- 
tioned, but still quite improper, 
is common on both sides of the 
water. It takes place when ¢o 
improve is intended to convey 
the same meaning as to employ, 
or fo use, 


Many other Americanisms, if 


particularly examined, would 
turn out, like the above, to be 
Anglicisms of several centurtes. 

In regard to the introduction 
of new words, while we are far 
from attempting to excuse Mr. 
Barlow, we cannot but think, 
that much very superficial criti- 
cism has been displayed on this 
subject; especially by some of 
our American reviewers. They 
would gladly interdict the use of 
every word not found in Jobn- 
son’s dictionary. Happily for 
mankind their wishes are as im- 
potent, as their scheme is vision- 
ary and ridiculous. It would be 


as practicable to build a permia- 


JAN. 


nent dam across the Mississippi, 
with willow twigs, as for critics 
to prevent all changes and ime 
provements in language, by the 
interposition of their authority, 
Several hundred new words have 
become good English since the 
days of Johnson, and are used 
without scruple by aii the Re- 
viewers themselves, and by neare 
ly ali speakers and writers. ‘la 
py hundreds of words, which 
hold a place in the jatest editions 
of Johnson’s dictionary, are not 
good English now, and probably 
never will be, whatever they 
may have been centuries ago. 
We mean, that they are not writ- 
ten or spoken now, and probably 
never will be, by any judicious 
writer or speaker of our lan- 
guage. How absurd to picad 
for an unalterable vocabulary, 
when commerce, the arts and 
sciences, politics, and all things 

beneath the sun, are in a state of 
perpetual change! Who hesi- 
tutes to use revolultonize, demor- 
alize, and pethaps fifty other 
verbs of the same termination, 
which are not found in Johnson’s 
dictionary? Nothing is more 
probable, than that many other 
verbs, of the same termination, 
will be added to our Janguage 
hereafter Verbs will be formed 
from nouns, and nouns trom 
verbs, and adjectives and adverbs 
trom both, white men think and 
talk. Many words now in use 
will be druppec, ana many othe 
ers intioduced from other Jane 
guages In shurt, as Mr. Wed 

ster argues with irresistible 
force, whenever the written lai 
euave becomes fi. ed,it becomes, 
or will soon become, a dead iaie 
guage; for the great mass of 
mankir .d would not hesitate to 
express new ideas by new words, 
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and new combinations, though 
the coniparatively small num- 
ber of writers should hesitate to 
follow them, 

Let it not be thought, that we 
@re the advocates of rash inno- 
vations in language. We only 
insist, that such changes as are 
recommended by utility, neces- 
sity, or general practice, should 
be tolerated in language, as In 
other things. Critics and review- 
ers may. for ought we care, lash 
as severely as they please all pe- 
dantic, affected, unnecessary In- 
troduction of new terms, and new 
phrases; but let them not im- 
pede that course of improve- 
ment, of which our noble and co- 
pious language is sull suscepti- 
ble=—not jess susceptible than 
any other earthly possession. A- 
bove all, let their doctrine and 
practice agree better than they 
do, while they aittemptto con- 
fine ethers to Johnson’s diction- 
ary, and yet boldly avail them- 
selves of a more modern vocab- 
ulary. 

Shouid it be asked, when may 
a writer use a word, which has 
not been sanctioned by any con- 
siderable printed authority? we 
answer, a good taste is the only 
proper guide. As a general 
rule the spoken language should 
precede the written. When a 
word is extensively used by well 
educated persons, in mixed com- 
panics, in the hall of legislation, 
and in the pulpit, where can be 
the presumption of putting it 
into a book? 

It isto be observed, that at a 
period when the whole face of 
the civilized world is changing, 
we might reasonably expect, that 
there would be many changes 
in language; and doubiless great- 
cr changes, in all respects, are 


still to take place, than any which 
our eyes have witnessed, great 
and momentous as these have 
been. Among the many causes, 
to which the introduction of new 
words into our language, is to 
be attributed, no other is so uni- 
versally operative, as the im- 
mcnse circulation of English re- 
views, and the avidity with which 
they are read. In these works, 
there is a constant propensity to 
naturalize French words; to in- 
troduce new scientific terms in- 
to the common dialect; and to 
form a new style by new combi- 
nations. And yet some of these 
very works appear to be strenu- 
ous advocates of the immutabil- 
ity of the English language, and 
haughty censors of those who 
venture a step beyond certain 
limits, by which our tongue was 
imagined to be circumscribed a 
few years ago. 

But we must return to the po- 
em of Mr. Barlow. The follow- 
ing picture of war contains bom- 
bast enough, and at least ove vul- 
gar image: 


‘‘His head is hung with clouds; his giant 


hand 

Flings a blue flame far flickering to the 
land; 

His blood-stain’d imbs drip carnage as he 
strides 

And taint with gory grume the staggering 
tides; 

Like two red suns his quivering eye-balls 
glare, 


His mouth disgorges all the stores of war, 

P.kes, muskets, mortars, guns, and globes 
of fire 

And lighted bombs that fusing trails 
expire.” B. y. lL. 477-—484. 


Nearly related to war is cruel- 
ty; and we think the family like- 
ness is disceriabie in the follow- 
ing description: 

“She comes, the fiend! her grinning 

jaws expand, 
Her brazen eyes cast lightning o’er the 
strand, 


~— 
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Her wings like thunder-clouds the welkin 
sweep, 

Brush the tall spires and shade the shud- 
dering deep; 

She gains the deck, displays her wonted 
store, 

Her cords and scourges wet with prison- 
ers’ gore; 

Gripes, pincers, thumb-screws spread 
benezth her feet, 

Slow poisonous drugs and loads of putrid 
meat; 

Disease hangs drizzling from her slimy 
locks, 

And hot contagion issues from her box.” 

B. vi. }. 45—54. 


As instances of low or disgust- 
ing expressions, we cite also the 
following: 


---~— The freemen quit their farms, 
Seize their tried muskets, name their 
chiefs to lead, 
Indorse their k knapsack s and to vengeance 
speed.’ B. vi. . 8302—304 
“Warm dripping streams from every 
lifted sword 
Stain the thin carnaged corps 
B. vii, 1. 360, 561. 
“His hissing he ll-dogs o’er the shudder- 
ing tide.” 1. 500. 
“The shoulder *d rock 
Galls, grinds them sore, along the ram- 
part led—”  B. viii, 1. 245—245. 





But the most remarkable In- 
stance of the bathos remains yet 
to be mentioned. Atlas makes 
a long speech,in the eighth book, 
on the wrongs whigh bis chil- 
dren, the peeple of Africa, had 
experienced from slavery and 
the slave trade. ‘Towards the 
close of it, he threatens mankind, 
that, unless they desist from such 
horrible injustice and oppres- 
sion, the whole race of men shall 
be destroyed by a vast subterra- 
nean explosion, which, bursting 
from the centre of the earth, 
Shall throw all the surtace of the 
globe, in massy fragments, high 
into the atmosphere; and the 
frapments, returning toward 
each other by the power of grav- 
itation, Shai) sink in the rising 


waves, leaving only some single 
pinnacle of a mountain elevated 
above the ocean. So vast an 
explosion is certainly a sublime 
idea; but Mr. Barlow destroys 
the effect of it by several unhap- 
py images, and finally by one of 
the meanest. which could be se- 
lected from the furniture and 
operations of the dairy-room. 
——— “Far sunk from day, 
It crumbles, rolls, it churns the settling 
sea, , 


Turns up each prominence,—— 
1. 289—291. 


The poet talks cf ‘humping the 
pearly tear,’ of ‘rapping the re- 
dundant lakes,’ &c. &c. 

Of the many passages, which 
have no meaning that we can 
discover, we cite several: 


‘His eve bent forward, ardent and sub- 


lime, 

Seem’d piercing nature yy evolving 
time; B. iv. 1. 253, 254. 

‘Like sires of unborn inal they move 
sublime, 

Look empires thro’ and span the breadth 
of time,—”’ 1. 429, 430. 


“All rights that Britons know they here 
transfuse, 

Their sense invigorate and expand their 
views, 

Dare every height of human soul to scan, 

Find, fathom, scope the moral breadth of 
mun, 

Learn how his social powers may still di- 
late 

And tone their tension toa stronger state.” 

B. v. lL. 117—122. 

**From all his guilefal plots the veil they 
drew, 

With eve retortive look’d creation thro, 

Traced moral nature through her total 
plan, 

Markt all the steps of liberty and man;”— 

|. 405—468. 
“Macdougal, Clinton, guardians of the 


sti te, 
Stretch the nerved arm to pierce the 
depth of fute;” 1. 621, 622. 
“Mold a fair mocel for tne realms of 
earth, 


Call moral nuture te a second birth, 
Keach, renovate the world’s great social 


lan 
And here commence the sober sense of 
man.” B. vit. 1 151—154., 
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“Equality of Right is nature’s plan; 
And following nature is the march of 


man.” 1. 363, 364 
“ Vature herself (whoee grasp of time 
and place 


Deals out duration and impalme all 
space ) 
t 

Mire s in progressive march; but where 
to tend, 

What course to compass, how the march 
must end, 

Her sons decide not,”— 

B. ix, 1. 41—45. 

These passages, with some 
others which we shall cite pres- 
ently, when examining the birth 
and history of the universe, will 
serve as sufficient specimens of 
the modern philosophical meth- 
od of uttering nonsense. 

We ought in fairness to pre- 
sent our readers with some of 
the best passages of this elabo- 
rate poem; and we do so with 
pleasure. The following apos- 
trophe to false glory is spirited 
and poetical; and, theugh the 
author might have improved it, 
we have reason to be pleased 
with it, on the whole. 

‘‘Frazer in quest of glory seeks the field; — 

False glare of glory, what hast thou to 
yield? 

How long, deluding phantom, wilt thou 
blind, 

Mislead, debase, unhumanize mankind? 

Bid the bold youth, his headlong sword 
who draws, 

Heed not the object nor inquire the 
cause, 

But seek, adventuring like an errafit 
knight, 

Wars not his own, gratuitous in fight, 

Greet the gored field, then plunging thro’ 
the fire, 

Mow down his men, with stupid pride 
expire, 

Shed from his closing eyes the finisht 
flame 

And ask, for all his crimes, a deathless 
name? 

And when shall solid glory pure and bright 

Alone inspire us and our deeds requite’ 

When shall the applause of men their 
chiefs pursue, 

In just proportion to the good they do, 

On virtue’s base erect the shrine of tame, 

Befine her empire and her code pro- 
claim?” B. vi. 1. 895—412. 


The Hymn to Peace, which is 
enlarged and altered for the 
worse from the Vision of Co- 
lumbus, is still worthy of partic- 
ular praise. 


‘‘Hail, holy Peace, from thy sublime 


abode 

Mid circling saints that grace the throne 
of God. 

Before his arm around our embryon 
earth, 

Stretcht the dim void and gave to nature 
birth, 

Ere morning stars his glowing chambers 
hung, 

Or songs of gladness woke an angel’s 
tongue, 

Veil’d in the splendors of his beamful 
mind, 


In blest repose thy placid form reclined, 
Lived in his lite, his inward sapience 


caught, 

And traced and toned his universe of 
thought. 

Borne thro the expanse with his creating 
voice, 

Thy presence bade the unfolding worlds 
rejoice, 

Led forth the systems on their bright 
career, 

Shaped all their curves and fashion’d every 
sphere, 


Spaced out their suns, and round each 
radiant goal, 

Orb over orb, compell’d their train to 
rol, 

Bade heaven’s own harmony their force 
combine, 

Taught all their host symphonious strains 
to join, 

Gave to seraphic harps their sounding 
lays, 

Their joys to angels and to men their 
praise.” B. viii. 1. 1—20. 


Toward the close of the last 
book, there is a comparison be- 
tween the delegates of all na- 
tions, who will hereafter assem- 
ble in Egypt to legislate for the 
world; and the general conven- 
tion of the guardian angels, that 
have in charge the planetary 
systems, who will meet to give 
an account of their several com- 
missions to the Creator. The 
simile is noble. 
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‘As the blest guardian guides to whom 
was given 
To light the suns and steer the stars of 
heaven, 
(When one great cosmozyre has proved 
their spheres, 
And time well taught them how to wind 
their years, ) 
Shall meet in general council;” Xe. Ke. 
B. x. 1. 509—573. 


Mr. Barlow alludes to Moses, 
to ‘the seer of Patmos,’ to the ar- 
rival of a saint in heaven, to “de- 
parted shades,” to Luther as an 
example of intrepid courage; 
but in all these instances, as in 
the passages above quoted. poet- 
ical embellishment is evidently 
the only object he has in view. 
He refers to the commmon ideas 
of God and heaven, becruse 
they are truly sublime; and, 
whenever he does so, he rises 
above himself. When he talks, 
however, as a philosopher, as a 
moral instructor of mankind, he 
explodes all] religion whatever; 
but would tolerate the worshih of 
the sum, as the best religicn 
which has yct existed upon 
earth, and as, on the whole, a 
pleasing object. 

The Eclectic Reviewers have 
suid,* that they could not tell 
what religion Hesper, or Mr. 
Barlow, was of; but we think our 
readers will have no great hesi- 
tation in saying, before we have 
done, that, whatever may have 
been the creed of Hesper, Mr. 
Barlow was of no religion. Be- 
fore we enter upon this part of 
our plan, it will be well to ad- 
vert to the professed and real 
object of the poet. 

Had Mr. Barlow said nothing 
of his object, it would have been 
perfectly evident. He does 
not write like Southey, merely 


* Ee. Rev. for May 1810, p. 411. 


to please his readers with any 
fictions that present themselves 
to his imagination, and which 
please himself; he never ijoses 
the philosopher in the poet; he 
never forgets his system, .he 
main principles of which are 
these: That the greatest good of 
man is political liberty;—that 
this liberty, under the direction 
of nature and sober sense, will 
finally banish from the earth all 
slavery, crucity, Oppression, in- 
justice, and especially war;— 
that man ought to seek his hap- 
piness in this life, and not trouble 
himself about a future state;— 
that all religion, (unless he 
would except the worship of the 
sun,) must have sprung from ige 
norance and delusion, from the 
silly fears of unenlightened 
men;—-and that the march of man 
is toward a state of terrestrial 
perfection, when his life will be 
prolonged to a most extraordina- 
ry date by improvements in med- 
icine, and he will be finally res- 
cued from superstition, fear, and 
error, 

But Mr. B. has not left us to 
conjecture what his object is. 
He has stated to us, ‘that the 
real object of the poem is to in- 
culcate the love of rational liber- 
ty:—to show that on the basis of 
the republican principle add good 
morals, as well as good gov- 
ernment and hopes of perma- 
nent peace must be founded.’ 
He dweils upon the responsibili- 
ty which rests upon a poet, as an 
instructor of mankind; and 
thinks that an ancient poem, 
which should have discouraged 
wal, and inculcate | peace and 
justice, a sort of pacific Ihad, 
wouid have performed wonders 
in the world, and renovated man- 
kind. A year or two alter the 
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the publication of the Columbiad, 
Mr. B. found occasion to give 
his opinion concerning the mor- 
al tendency of his poem, and 
pronounced it to excel, in this 
respect, all the writings of sev- 
enty five of the most ‘illustrious 
Christian worthies, whom bishop 
Gregoire was able to enumerate, 
comprising Bacon, Barrow, 
Berkley, &c. &c. But our readers 
shall have his opinion in his own 
words: 

“Qn the contrary,” says Mr. 
Barlow, “I believe, and you have 
compelled me on this occasion 
to express my belief, that the 
Coiumbiad, taken in all its parts 
of text and notes and preface, 
is more favorable to sound and 
rigid morals, more friendly to 
virtue, more clear and sap rgd 
ocal in pointing out the road to 
national dignity and individual 
happiness, more energetic in its 
denunciations of tyranny and op- 
pression in every shape, injus- 
tice and wickedness in al) their 
forms, and consequentiy more 
consonant to what you acknowl- 
edge to be the spirit of the Gos- 
pel, than all the writings of all 
that list of Christian authors of 
the three last ages, whom you 
have cited as the glory of Chiis- 
tendom, and strung them on the 
alphabet, from Addison down to 
Winkelman.” 

For remarks on this passage, 
the reader is referred to the 
Panoplist for September, 1810, 
p. 176. We have cited it here 
to prove, that whatever che poet 
has taught, he has taught deiib- 

erately and sy stematically. 

From Mr. Barlow’s code of 
morals, all religious belicf and 
all religious duties are utterly 

excluded. Man owes nothing, 
according to him, to any other 


being except himself and his 
fellow creatures. As to the 
theology of this poem afew quo- 
tations may be acceptable. Hes- 
per seems, at times, to be the 
vod of our universe at least. 
The poet introduces him as the 
grreat revealer of truth to Colum- 
bus. Of himself Hesper says: 


“This arm, that leads the stellar hoat 
of even, 
That stretcht o'er yon rude ridge the 
western heaven, 
That heal’d the wounded earth when 
from her side 
The moon burst forth and left the South 
Sea tide, 
That calm’d these elements,” Ne. &e. 
B. iv. 1. 343—347. 


He also punishes nations with 
volcanoes: 


‘*There lava waits my late reluctant call, 
To roar aloft aud shake some g ilty wall;”?— 
B. i. L. 283, 284. 
He inspired Columbus: 


‘‘For this my guardian care thy youth in- 
spired, 


To virtue rear’d thee aud with glory fired.” 


B. ii. L. $83, 384. 


It seems that Nature and God 
were united in creating the 


eurth: 


“For here great nature, with a bolder 
hand, 
Roll’d the broad stream and heaved the 
lifted land; 
And here trom finisht earth, triumphant 


trod 
The last ascending steps of her creating 
God.” B. 1.1. 357—360. 


Yet Nature seems to have had 
the honor of creating man with- 
out assistance: 


“Prove plain and clear how nature’s 
liand of old 
Cast all men equal in her husan mold!” 
B. viii. 1. 225, 226. 


And she seems have begur 
the work of creation: 
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‘*When erst her hand the crust of Chaos ‘Let the poor guardless natives never 














thirl’d teel 
And fore’d from his black breast the burst- The famen’s fraud, the soldier’s fateful 
ing world;” B. ix. Ll. 47, 48. steel;”— 1. 315, 316. 
‘Some cloke, some color all these crimes 
Freedom seems to be entitled Rc: plead; — a 
“ee _ Ps 8 avarice, passion ind relizion’s 
to divine worship, at least from deed;” ” B. vi. L 13, 1p 
the poet: “No Bovadilla seize the tempting spoil, 
No dark Ovando, no religious Boyle,”*— 
“Almighty Freedom! give my venturous B. ii. 1. 303, 304. 
song, “Sad field of contemplation! here, ye 
The force, the charm that to thy voice great, 
belong; Kings, priests of God, and ministers of 
Tis thine to shape my course, to light my state, 
way, Review your system here! behold aad 
To nerve my country with the patriot scan 
lay, Your own fair deeds, your benefits to man! 
To teach al] men where all their interest You will not leave him to his natural toil, 
lies, ‘To tame these elements and till the soil, — 
How rulers may be just and nations wise.” 
B. i. 1. 23-—28. You choose to check his toil and bund his 


eyes, 
According to the following To all that’s honest and to all that’s wise; 


passages, Freedom seems to be Lure wigs lame, false morals and 
“ae ,, 
worthy of the divine worship of To barter fields of corn for fields of 
all men: gore, > — L. vii. 1. 661—672. 
«S ‘al world! effulgent 
pagal — ait But the most remarkable pas- 
@f man’s best wisdom and his steadiest Sage is found in the last book, 
P force, ay where, at the introduction of the 
Soul yay lan Ome ene assume grand political millennium, en- 
And radiate hence to every distant voys from all parts of the globe 
land;”— B. iv. 1. 487—490. are introduced as bringing the 
“Yes, — _— heaven and symbols of the various systems 
earth ¢ se . . . 
Yield or withhold their various gifts for of delusion, and casting them 
thee;”— 1. 499, 500. into a heap. The thought was 
doubtless taken from Addison’s 


Mr. Barlow has the frankness steunteins off satesvivs. 


to hold up religion to detesta- 


tion under its own proper name, “nisl tee teamed i Quite 


and not under the mask of su- things, 
perstition, bigotry, enthusiasm, The mask of priesthood and the mace of 
fanaticism, &c. as is common kings, 


: . Lie trampled in the dust; for here at last 
with his brethren. The two Clas- Fraud, folly, error all their emblems cast. 


| ses of men, who experience the Each envoy here unloads his wearied hand 
full measure of his vehgeance, Ot some old idoi trom his uative land; 


: a , One flings a pagod on the mingled heap 
|) « ny De] b 
are kings and firiests, without One lays a crescent, one a cross to sleep; 


exception or discrimination. Swords, sc*ptres, mitres, crowns aud 
globes, and stars, 
“Religion here, that universal name, Codes of false fame and stimulants to wars 
‘ Man’s proudest passion, most ungovern’d 
flame, 


* The person here intended is describ- 
edin the notes as a bloody, funutical, po- 
pish priest. 


| Erects her altars on the same bright base, 
That dazzled erst and still deludes the 
race;"— — iBeiv. 58. 
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Sink in the settling mass; since guile 
began, 
These are the agents of the woes of man.’ 
B. x. 1. 599—610. 


It will be recollected by many 
ef our readers, that bishop Gre- 
goire complained of a certain en- 
graving in the C.lumbiad, which 
as he understood it, reflected on 
the Christian religion by repre- 
senting the cross as a symbol of 
falsehood, and classing it with 
idols, the crescent, &c. To this 
complaint Mr. Barlow made two 
pleas: Tirst, that the engraving 
was made without his knowl- 
edge, or consent: Secondly, that 
he considcred the cross as a 
bacive of the Roman Catholic 
religion oniy, and that he, being 
a puritan, had not been accus- 
iomed to view the. cross with 
veneration. ‘Phe fallacy of both 
these pi€as was cxamined, and 
we think exposed, in the Pano- 


plist for September 1810, p. 172. 
We did not then look at the pas- 
Sage; from which the engrav- 
ing was made, and which is quote 
ed above. Had we done so, we 
should have remarked, that no 
person but a modern infidel 
would, after publishing these 
lines, have had the impudence 
to evade the charge of disrespect 
to Christianity, by intimating that 
the supposed disrespect was all 
chargeable ufion the engraver. 
The cross is here plainly classed 
with all destructive things; with 
the emblems of fraud, folly and 
error; with some old idol, a fa- 
god, a@ crescent, codes of false 
Jame, and stimulants to ware. 
A person unversed in the quib- 
bles of modern philosophy 
would think this passage a very 
plain one. 


(To be continued. ) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


INTERESTING LETTER. 


rhe following letter was written by a 
gentieman in London to his friend in 
this country, and communicated to the 
Rev. Dr. Morse by a gentleman in 
Princeton, (N. J.) to be handed to the 
editor of the Panoplist tor publication. 


FACTS, COMMUNICATED BY DR. NAUDI TO 
SOME PERSUNS IN LONDON, EXTRACTED 
FROM A LETTER DATED 

LONDON, 29th JUNE, 1815. 

‘*TuE very important commercial situa- 

tion of Malta renders it peculiarly favora- 

ble to the diffusion of Christian instruction 
through many places in Asia, Africa, and 

Europe. A liberal medieal educi ition, and 

2 mind emancipated from the shackles of 

Romish bigotry, and filled with the spirit 

ot pure benevole ‘nee, have qualified Dr, 

Naudi to be highly useful in the promo- 

tiou of this great, and most noble design. 

Dr. N. was educated a Roman Catholic, 

but had, probably, never bestowed any 

very close thought on religious subjects, 


Vou. X, 


till he rather accidentally met with some 
religious books trom England: since then, 
he has been an incre asingly thoughtful 
character. 

‘He lad suecessfully practised as a 
physician in Malta for some years, when, 
about eleven months ago, the governor re- 
quested him to select one of his most suit- 
able pupils, to send to England se 
to investigate the plan of Hospitals, 
well as to inspect schools, and other ~ 
nevolent institutions, and to bring back 
airy information, which might be useful j in 
improving or forming such establishments 
in Malta. Naudi, pleas sed with the idea of 
visiting the country, where the Bible So- 
ciety had originated, immediately offered 
himself for this appointment, and arrived 
in England last July. His account of the 
re ligious state of the Continent is highly 
interesting. The dreadful political earth. 
quakes which have torn kingdoms asunder, 
and made humanity weep at the misery of 
men, have no less rent the mental veil, 
which has so long overspread that part of 
the world, 

5 











$4 Intelligence communicated by Dr. Naudi. 


“The following relation is nearly in Dr. 
Naudis own weris: any imperte el English 
will be easily excuse d, when it is remem- 
hered, that eleven months ago, Dr. N. 
was totally ignor ant of the language. 

“In the city of Naples, peopled by about 
700,000 inhabitants, several convents and 
monasteries, coutaming infinite numbers 
of friars and monks, have been suppressed 
by Bonaparte, whose motive doubtless 
was his own aggrandizement: but I think 
we may observe the hand of Providence in 
it, overthrowi ng one of the obstacles to the 

ispersion of the W ord in those fine coun- 
tries. Ladd, as a further exemplification, 
that, in the same city, since the year 1805, 
there has been instituted a society of pious 
Christians, devoted to do good to their tel- 
low creatures, as well in temporal, as it 
spiritual wants; and this scciety, eleven 

months ago, was composed of 5000 people. 

These meet, en Sundays, in different 
churches, read the Bible, and sing hymns 
and psalms to the Most Hligh, to whom 
they eonfide their wants, and whose as- 
sistance they implore. ‘There is another 
society of the same kind, in one of the 
most umportant isands of the M editerra- 
nean sea, in which about 140 pr rsons are 
united tor no othee purpose, than that oi 
promoting the spiritual good of their fellow 
creatures. [Auvother letter says, a poor 
man was the means of cathering them. ] 
Vhev meet on Sundays, begin by reading 
the ap. When one, or more of ican 
present, explains a tl xt extempore, in a 
very simple maaner; ticy pray together, 
and then make resections on various sub- 
jects, which ean promote Christianity, not 
only in their own conntry, but also Hmong 
strangers, and those of otver islands. 

“At Mount Lebanen, which must rot 
be considered as one single mountsin, but 
avery populous, and ester Sve niountain 
country, there are Bishops, and av Areh- 
bishop; but ail so poor, they can searcely 
be distinguished trom the rest of the | eo- 
mle; und so ignersnt, they ean herdiy sup- 
ay their character. Webhavesenttwen- 

Arsbie Bibles te Are bis hep Poteologeos 
This re ntltmen detributed them to the 
bish« PS, and seme other characiers. To 
our great ple: espre the are) bist op wrete 
me, that these bishops, ond the others, now 
colivet the people every Surday, and read 
the Bible in the hu gnage they can under- 
What satistiction has it proved to 
mv friends at Matta, to know, that, by 
these twenty Bibles. more than 150,000 
persons of those very countries have be- 
gun to hear the word of Ged/and to prvise 
the Mest High in the language of the 
secred Bible. 

“Some nouths ego, I met with I 
Gelule, first minister of the Bey of bunts, 
tho was sppointed by his court to reside 


stand. 
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some time at Malta. He was about 55 
years of age, and much respected among 
the Mahometans. On my being called to 
preseribe for one of his .ollowers, as [I ap- 
proached Gelluie, ] _* ived he was em- 
ployed in reading an Arabic book. In- 
quiring r especting it, he canswered, he was 
particularly fond of re ading, when he could 
get Arabic books. 1 told him { should be 
happy to give him a bock, by the reading 
ot which he might derive great profit. 
Hle desired me to do so. ‘The day follow- 
ing L sent him a Bible, which he immedi- 
ately began to read with great earnest- 
ness. A few days after, 1 called upon 
him, and found him re ading the holy book 
to all his followers. [ stopped for a few 
minutes to observe him reading the fif- 
teenth chapter of Luke, with much inter- 
est, and 24 Turks listening to him with 
the greatest attention. Ll went in, and 
having desired me to sit down, he contin- 
ued Jus reading, at the conclusion of every 
verse, saying; **Alla! Alla! it is true, it is 
tive.” After he had saini-hed, he said to 
mo; “l am very much obliged to you. I 
am reading your book with great ple asure, 
ane <plaining it to these my attendants.’ 
in afew days after, he told me, he began 
to be convineed, that Jesus Christ was a 
prophet of the seme cherscter as Mahom- 
et, and in no way inferior to him, if the 
miracles were true. ‘This was a great cone 
cession; for, though the ‘Turks generally 
admit Jesus Christ to have been a prophet, 
they consider him very inferior to Ma- 
homet, whom they belicve to have been 
the only messenger from Ged, sent to 
give the law, and rule of lifeto man. The 
mirccles ot Christ were what struck Gel- 
lule’s mind the most, ard, respecting 
these particulars, he wanted to be satisf- 
ed. Thad much conversation with him at 
different times, and iound him quite dis- 
posed to be persuaded of the truth. Be- 
fore Lleft Malta, he said of his own aceord, 
that the best proof of the truth of the 
miracles of Christ was, that he always 
wrought them in the presence of the pec- 
ple. ‘Dhis is a perticularly striking ob- 
servation from a dsciple of Mahomet, 
who performed all /7s miracles in private, 
end proves, that the erace of God, through 
the reading «ft the noly Seriptures, was 
elready growing In his heat. One of my 
first iquires, on return ng to Malta, will 
he respecting Hew Gcllule. 1 shall vot 
il to let my Faglish friends know, 
whether the work of conversion be eom- 
pleted in him or not. 

“The prince Carsmanali, entity son of 
the Bashew of Caramanali, of Teffiis, the 
capital of Georgia, m the Persian territo- 
ry, Vas a young man of a bad characier, 
avd. hevir¢ quarrelled with his tether, was 
obliged to quit the neighborhood of the 
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Caspian sea, and retire to Scandinari, where 
my friend, Mr. Marali, lived. On observy- 
ing some modern Greck Testaments at 
Marali’s house, Caramanali said, that he 
had already seen one at his father’s; the 
book was exactly the same, and he had be- 
gyn to find satisiaction in readiag it. Ma- 
rali perceived, that it wes then a govd op- 
portunity to give him a Testament. ‘This 
gentleman was indefatigable in reading, 
and cousidering the Holy Book, in which 
he very oftech desired Marali to be with 
him. At length, Caramanali was convert- 
ed to Christianity, and now lives at St. 
Jean d’ Acre, on a pension assigued him by 
his father, who no longer fears the effects 
o: his once turbulent spirit. Here he is 
desiring Bibles from the society, anJ, liv- 
ing, as he does, amidst the greatest big- 
otry, and superstition, he may be emi- 
nently useful in distributing them. The 
other account savs the young Prince goes 
about with the Bible in his hand to per- 
suade. 

“A Jew, by the name of Murthim, be- 
ing about four years ago, much indisposed, 
was advised to leave Africa, and visit \Talta 
for change of air, and medical advice. 
Some day s atter his arrival, he was tr tro- 
duced to me as a physician. After mv 
having prescribed for him, he noticed some 
tracts on mv table, published by the Soci- 
ety for propagating Caristianity anone 
the Jews. Murihim took up one of the 
pamphlets, which contamed an explana- 
tion of the prophecy of Isaiah, relating to 
the coming of the Messiah, in Hebrew, 
and in English; he asked me what it was. 
I related to him the history of the Soci- 
ety, from wiich &t had these pamphilets; 
he answered very enidly, saying; ‘if this 
Society succeed in converting any of tuc 
Jews in England, or on the Continent, it 
will be quite useless with the Svrian Jews, 
particularly those of Jerusalem.” He was 
a native of this plece, and, as they are 
much more zealous in strietly adhering to 
their Mosaic ritual, they look down with 
contempt on their more loose Fairopean 
brethren. [, at length, however, suc- 
ceeded ia persuading him to take this 
tract home with him te read at his leisure. 
Two days afterwards, he called again, and 
when I had preseribed for him, [ asked 
him, what he thought of the little book. 
He answered it was of no use to hin, asit 
was a portion of the Seriptures, wi'ch he 
always kept with him: buat that he found 
it very well written, and was surprised to 
find the Christians in England so careful 
in keeping to the original; then he said— 
“Tt is just the same as in our Seriptares.” 
I then gave him some other pamphlets 
from the same Society. After a few 
days, when he called again, he said, with- 
out my asking him, that he was glad to 


have read the others, but sorry not to be 
able to understand the English. As this 
consisted, in general, of portions from the 
New Testament, [ sent hima Testament, 
and the Tracts in explanation of the 
prophecies, printed at Rome. He called 
again upon mec, sooner than would have 
been necessary on a medic&l account, to 
ask a solution of some of the difficulties, 
which he had found ia reading the Vesta- 
ment, and the T'raets. I now perceived, 
that the grace of God had begun to work 
in his heart, acd that further opportunities 
of conversation with hin, oa the subject 
of religion, would be suecessfal. Upon 
this 1 introduced him to Mr. Annotte, 
who, though a poor-man, earning his liv- 
ing by the trade ot a barber, had applied 
himself with so much assiduity to the 
study of the Oriental languages, that he 
was a more complete master of them, 
than any other person in Malta; he was 
besides avery pious character, 

“They frequentiy met, and the result 
o! their conferences, and his visits to me, 
was his complete conversion to Christian- 
ity, just three months after his arrival in 
Malta. The Jews very much opposed his 
connexion with the Christians, wondering 
what could induce this good man to leave 
their ancient religion to join himself ta 
this sect. Instead of beiig alarmed by op- 
position, he used his utmost exertions, 
from the time he embraced Christianity, 
to convert his brethren the Jews; because, 
as he said in a letter frony *Tripot, “al- 
ways remembering the great Christian 
charity, which you, and vour friends have 
shewn, in converting me to the true faith 
and religion of Jesus Christ, [ think | can 
never do cnough in promoting the religious 
interests of my fellow creatures, and, es- 
pecially, of my former brethren the Jews, 
who [see to be obstinate in uabelief.” 
In his last letter, before I left Malta, he 
asked us to sead the largest number of 
Testaments we possibly could, as he had it 
in his power to do great good with thera, 
in many wavs. Being unable, at that time, 
to send hina any copy of the Scriptures, 
this worthy gentleman sat up whole nights 
to transertbe the Gospel of St. Luke into 
modern Arabie, and Greek, with his own 
haad. 

“The Bible Society is now printing 
another edition of the modern Greek Tes- 
tament, of a smaller size than the former, 
aud the Society for propagating Chris- 


* dfter he had resided three months in 
Malta, he returned to Tripoli on account 
of his business, which is so extensive, 
; ‘ } , r a a 4s } a74aPe ’ Tri 
that he has four counting hiuses—-at Tri- 
poli, Smyrna, Scandervon, and Barbary, 
in each of which twenty-four clerks are 
employed. 
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tianity among the Jews has promised to 
assist, as much as possil le, this so zealous 
an advocate, and so attached a friend of the 
Christian faith. 

“Mr. Kako, who remained a long time 
with me in Malta, is a caravansera mer- 
chant, aman of considerable property, and 
consequence; but so pious, and persever- 
ing in his exertion to promote the kuowl- 
edge of the Gospel, in the different parts, 
where he happens to be, that his under- 
takings will be sufficient to form a publi- 
cation of themselves. His journey is, in 
general, from the east coast of the Medi- 
terranean, nearly to the borders of China, 
passing through Syria, Persia, and all the 

opulous eities in those parts. Wherever 
he goes, it is his custom to collect the peo- 
ple, particularly the nominal Christians 
whom he can meet with, and preach to 
them in public, and to give them Bibles, 
or other religious books. He informed 
me, in one of “his very interesting letters, 
that, i in his passage from Santorini to Cy- 
prus, he was obliged to stay some time in 
Rhodes, where he endeavored to do some 
spiritual good, and to spread the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, in that island, which ex- 
hibits a sad scene of religious, and moral 
desolation. On his arrival, being with 
Turks and Greeks, in a kind of market, he 
gathered some of them about him, and be- 
gan to speak of his voyage, to gain their 
attention, as they are very ignorant. He 
then introduced discourse on religion, and 
on the glorious Gospel. He was heard 
with pleasure, and the people began to in- 
erease so much, that, in a tew days, the 
Bashaw sent for Kako, to ask him, why 
the people crowded around him, avd to 
inquire of him, what that amusing book 
was, which he was reading to them, saving, 
that he had been informed, it was against 
God, and therefore against Mahomet, and 
contrary to the Turkish Government. 
Such an inquiry from the Bashaw would, 
in general, have been considered, under 
ths 5 despotic government, almost like sen- 
tence of death; but Keko had often met 
with similar difficulties, and said, that he 
always found, on these occasions, great as- 
sistance from Heaven. It 1s remarkable, 
that he usually had a presentiment of such 
trials; he therefore courageously answered 
the Bashaw: “The book is the Bible, 
which is the Holy Book, containing the 
immutable law of our common Creator, 
and therefore cannot be in any way con- 
trary to God, or his holy will: and as tor 
. Mahomet, he is never mentioned, trom 
the beginning to the end of the book; tor 
it was inspired and written before Mia- 
homet was born. In the third place, 
there is nothing against the Governient; 
so far from it, if the subjects of the Grand 
Seiguior will carefully read this Sacred 





book, and attend to its precepts, they 
will not only be more happy, both in this 
life, and the future one, but they will be 
more faithful to the Ottoman Porte.” At 
the same time, he presented the Bashaw 
with the Bible, that he might examine it 
more at his leisure, afier hi: wing pointes 
out to him various passages on the subject 
of obedience due to the Sovereign, and 
submission to the powers that be. This 
was enough; the Bashaw accepted the 
book, and proved that he was satisfied, 
saying, “Go on, go on,” which Kako did, 
during his remaining residence on the 
island, collecting, every day, large cougre- 
gations of people. We have sent two 
dozen of Bibles, which were received with 
eagerness, and distributed by a Dervise, a 
Turkish monk, according to the directions 
left by Kako. Inthe same letter my triend 


Kako writes that this Dervise is a man of 


very good character, and has begun te 
read the Bible with the hope of discover- 
ing the true religion.” 


The above was sent from England by a 
very respectable gentleman from New 
York. 

Princeton, (N.J.) Dee. 15, 1813. 


EDITORIAL REMARKS. 


Tue preceding letter, which ap- 
pears to us uncommonly inter- 
esting, may properly be accom- 
panied by a few remarks. 
Though the following observa- 
tions should appear obvious to 
many readers, yet we trust that 
all will be happy to dwell fora 
few moments upon many delight- 
ful subjects of contemplation, 
which here rush upon the mind. 
It should be premised, that Dr. 
NVaudi has the perfect confidence 
of the leading religious charac- 
ters in London, and_ nis repre 
sentatious may therelore be re- 
lied on without scruple or hesi- 
tation. He has engaged to ac- 
company a clergyman In a mis- 
sionary voyage to the Levant, 
under the auspices of the Socie- 
ty for Misstuns to Africa and 
the Kast, ot which Lord Gambier 
is president, and Mr. Wilber- 
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force, Mr. Henry Thornton, &c. 
principal members.* He has 
been an agent for the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, for 
several years, if we remember 
arfght, and has sent the word of 
life from Malta into various dis- 
tant regions. He is mentioned 
in a letter from a Roman Catho- 
lic deacon at Scandinari,+ as hav- 
ing made an acceptable commu- 
nication of intelligence to the 
friend of the writer, and is prob- 
ably the “truc friend? in the 
Lord,” to whom Georgio Kaka 
addressed a letter, which has 
been published in our payes.{ 
We proceed to observe, 

1. Dr. N. appears to have 
become religious in consequence 
of meeting with religious books 
from England. This instance, 
among thousands of others,teach- 
es us the utility and wisdom of 
an enlarged and diffusive benev- 
olence. Religious books, includ- 
ing Bibles and various kinds of 
tracts, should be sent wherever 
there is any prospect of their be- 
coming Instruments of good un- 
der the direction of Providence. 
It is our duty to sow the seed; we 
know not which shall spring up, 
whether this, or that; but we 
know that God can give an 
abundant Increase, even in an 
unpromising soil. Dr. N. may 
be, through maby years, a vig- 
orous and faithful agent in the 
great business of evangelizing 
the world, and may be the in- 
strument of raising up many 
other agents like himseif 

2. The Bibie Society in Eng- 
land evidently has a strong hoid 
upon Dr. N.’s affections. He 


* See Pan. for Dec. 1813, part IL. p. 572. 

tT See Christian Gboerver tor July » 1813, 
p. 407. 

+ See Pan. for Oct. 1813, part LI, p. 377. 


wanted to visit the country, 
where the Bible Society was 
formed. By forming and pat- 
ronizing this Society, the relig- 
jous part of the English nation 
have rendered themselves pecu- 
liarly dear to the pious in every 
part of the globe. ‘Thus a let- 
ter from St. Petersburgh styles 
that Society “the wonder of the 
nineteenth century,’ ‘the only 
adequate means that ever was de- 
vised for civilizing and evangel- 
izing the world: And Prince 
Galitzin, one of the Russian 
ministers of state, says, that the 
Society is engaged “zn the nobles¢ 
undertaking which can dignify 
the efforts of man.’’* 

8. Dr. N. states the popula- 
tion of Napies to be 740,000, 
He may inctude certain contigs 
uous districts. Dr. Morse, in 
the last edition of his Geogra- 
phy, vol. i. p. 398, says, “The 
population of the city, in 1789, 
was 4'2,489.”’ It is possible that 
the population has increased 
since that time, as that of Lon- 
don, and some other large ciues, 
certainly has. 

4 That a society of 5,000 
praying people has been formed, 
in aftew years, in the midst of 
this profligate city, is one of the 
most encouraging facts, which 
the present wondertul era has 
brought to view. It throws 
great light on the designs of 
Providence, and shews us how 
easily and lnsensib!y and rapidly 
God can introduce the Millenni- 
um, whenever he sces fit, into 
Roman Catholic  courtries. 
‘hese pious people hoid just 
sucn mectings, as are usually 
called prayer-meéetings in this 
country. How delightful and 


* See Ch. Ob. for July 1813, p. 468,169 
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reviving the thought, that while 
the pious in our land are sup- 
plicating the blessing of Ged 
upon countries now enslaved by 


‘Roman Catholic superstition, a 


multitude in the heart of these 
countries are engaged in the 
same glorious employment. 

We see here, also the diffusive 
nature of Christianity. The 
pious people of Naples, like the 
truly pious of every other 
country, while they seck relig- 
ious knowledge and engage In 
the delightful worship of God, 
do not forget to minister to the 
temporal and spiritual wants of 
mankind. 

5. The island of the Mediter- 
rancan, where 140 pious persons 
mect forthe purpose of reading, 
prayer, and conversation, is prob- 
ably Malta. The reader will 
not fail to observe, that these 
people hold precisely what we 
call conferences. These meet- 
ings are indispensable to pro- 
mote the success of the Gospel, 
in countries where there is no 
reguiar Christian ministry; they 
are Incomparably useful in ev- 
ery country; and have every 
where been owned and bicssed 
by God. These happy people, 
too, like their brethren at Na- 
ples, seek to relieve the spiritu- 
al wants of their fellow men. 
How ought this to animate us, 
in a enlightened country. 

The zeal and self denial 
ofthe Jew Murthim is peculiar- 
ly worthy of remark and imita- 
tion. He can withdraw himself 
from the cares of his immense 
commercial business, and copy 
portions of the Scriptures with 
his own hands, in the hope of 
itonverung his  wnbeiieving 
brethren. Flow much easier is 
it lor us to distribute the Bible. 


7. The Mr. Kako here men- 
tioned is doubtless the writer of 
the letter reierred to above. By 
reflecting upon the case of this 
man, who, burning with love to 
Christ and the souls of men, 
travels through the centre of the 
Pagan and Mahomedan world, 
distributing the Scriptures and 
preaching to the people, we may 
learn how possible it is for the 
Gospel to be rapidly published, 
not by miracles but by means, 
in every part of the habitable 
globe. 


MISSIONS IN INDTA. 


Tur following acconnt of the state of the 
Baptist Missions in the East, at the 
commencement of the year 1812, was 
published in Bengal as their annual ecir- 
cular, by Dr. Carey and his brethren. 
Copies were sent by the American mis- 
sionaries, soon after their arrival at Cal- 
cutta; but these, with other communi- 
cations by the same vessel, (the Fran- 
cis,) have but iately been received. 


REVIEW OF THE MISSION AT THE CLOSE 
OF THE YEAR 1811. 


Very dear Brethren, 

To review the way in which the Lord had 
led them, was onee given in charge by the 
God of mercy to his people. If the duty 
be less binding on us, the advantages of 
frequently reviewing the Lord’s dealings 
are so great as fully to eneourage our ta- 
king every opportunity of doing it. Such 
an oppor ‘tunity the besinning of each 
year presents, and we proceed to the 
pleasing task (it it deserve the name ) ot 
collecting into one view the Lor d’s deal- 
in gs with us in our severa! missionary Ca- 
pacities, during the past year. In doing 
which we shall perhaps find it useful to 
adhere to the plan laid down in our last 
year’s letter, and begin with the mission 
in 


RENGAL. 

This mission the past vear has experi- 
enced much of divine merey: each of the 
churches at the five missionary stations 
therein have been favored with some ad- 
dition; which we proceed to particularize. 

Dinagepore. We had to express ow 
hope last year respecting this station, that 
God would be pleased to visit it this, and 
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crown the labors of our beloved brother 
with evident fruit. Our hope has not 
becn disappointed; no less than eight 
have been addedto this church by bap- 
tisim in the course of the year; of these 
five are natives, and three are the chil- 
dren of our deceased and esteewed triend, 
Myr. Derozio, whose concern for the sal- 
vation of his children formed one of the 
most distinguishing Uaits of his character; 
and we fecl peculiar pleasure in secing 
this care owned by the God of mercy af- 
ter the parent is thus laid in the grave. 
We mention this for ithe sake of stirring 
up ourselves and other parents to a like 
concern tor the salvation of their offspring, 
and of encouraging them to persevere in 
their prayers and endeavors, even though 
a blessing on the laiter should not appear 
in answer to the former during life. 

[tis not without pain that we mention 
the removal of the aniable and excellent 
consort of our dear brother, and his faith- 
ful holper ti missiouary work. Weknow 
hoy ever that it becomes us not Ouly to be 
‘dur.b with silence,’ but cordially to ace 
quiesce In the wil of our heavenly Father 
whea once rade known; as he both loves 


his children and eares tor the interests of 


his church, infinitely beyond ourselves. 
We have also this to support us under ev- 
ery mysterious dispensation of his provi- 
denee, that ‘what we know not now, we 
shail know hereafter’ ‘The Lord has been 
pleased to bring out in safety the son of 
our beloved brother with his wife, whom 
brother Fernandez has taken up with 
him. May the son tread in the father’s 
steps, and be an effectual helper to him 
in the work of Ged. 

Goamalty. This church is at present 
the smallest of the five in Bengal: Brother 
Mardon has been afflicted with a com- 
plaint in his lungs, which has rendered 
hin incapable of exerting himself in the 
work of God in the manner he wished. 
‘Two however have been added to this 
church this vear by baptism. In consider- 
ation of brether Mardon’s indisposition, 
we have requested brother D’Cruz, a 
member of the church at Caleutta, who 
has expressed a strong desire to devote 
himself to the work of God amoug the 
heathen, to spend a few months by way 
of probation in assisting brother Mardon. 
Since this time however, brother Mar- 
don has been visited with an affliction of a 
different kind. It has plcased oue all-wise 
Savior to bereave him of the companion 
of his cares. Sister Mardon departed 
this life at Serampore, December 24th, 
leaving four children (the eldest 5 years 
old, and the youngest an infant of only 
ten day s) which are with the other or- 
plans of the mission at Seraupore. 
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Brother Mardon has now returned to bis 
work. 

Cutwa. Iu the beginning of this year 
our brother ikangalee, who has been for a 
considerable time eimployed in making 
known the Gospel to his countrymen, bap- 
tised one person at Lakra-koonda; after 
which our young brother William Carey 
going thither, baptised two more. This 
circumstance is highly encouraging, as it 
displays the genuine energy of the Gos- 
pel even when preached by natives, and 
it gives hope that more may be brought to 
the knowledge and profession of the truth 
in the same manner, both there and ie 
other parts of Lidia. 

Jessore. In this church and its vicinity 
there has been much this year of an en- 
couraging nature. Our brother Carapiet 
has been laboring in the towns and villages 
around him, assisted by the native breth- 
ren Seeta-ram, Pian-krishna, Manika, 
Manik-sha, and Punchanan; and although 
a less number have this year been added 
by baptism than in either of the two pre- 
ceding years, we trust the word of grace 
has been on the whole more widely diffu- 
sed; and thac the fruits will appear to the 
glory of the Redeemer in years to come. 
The number added by baptism this year is 
twelve. Brother Carapiet, visiting us a few 
months ago, expressed a willinguess to take 
his friend Petruse with him, who hea for 
more than a year signified a wish to en- 
gage like him in making known the Gos- 
pel. Our brother Petruse concurring in 
the same idea, we have consented to his 
laboring afew months with brother Cara- 
piet. Where his destination will ulti- 
mately be, we cannot at present say. 

Serampore and Calcutta. In_ this 
chureh, by far the greater part of the 
members of which reside at Calcutta, now 
become the priucipal scene of our labors, 
the Lord has been pleased to appear in a 
more effectygl manner than in any form- 
er year, fiffy-nine having been added du- 
ring the past year, the greater part of 
whom are natives of India, of various re- 
ligions. Among these several remarkable 
instances of divine grace have appeared at 
the Fort, where we in our last review men- 
tioned, that a considerable number seem- 
ed earnestly desirous of hearing the word 
of hfe, and from thence no less than eleven 
have come forward and put on the Lord 
Jesus by an open profession, of whora 
four are Europeans, the rest are natives of 
India. Many circumstances in Caleutta 
indeed have in the past year furnished 
matter for gratitude. The monthly meet- 
ings for prayer have been well attended, 
and meetings for prayer are held in pri- 
vate houses or at the vestry, nearly ev- 
ery evening ix the week in which there is 
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not public service; small groups assem- 
bling one night in one part of the city 


and another night in another.—Several of 


the members of the chureh also interest 
themselves greatly in distributing the 
Seriptures and seripture tracts among 
— neighbors, their servants, and the 

‘angers “from various parts of India with 


whiek Caleutta abounds. for the sake of 


accommodating these friends, a meeting 
has been held in the ve try during the 
grea:er part of the last vear on the first 
Monday in the month, prior to the meet- 
ing for prayer, when such as are desinous, 
come and supply themselves gratis with 
the Scriptures in the Ber galee, Sungskrit, 
Hiudee, Orissa, and Persian languages, 
and, for the sake of strengthening each 
othe as hands, mention the opportunities 
which the preceding month has afforded 
them of distributing the Seri:tures in any 
of these languages. Several of the voung- 
er members of the church have also ap- 
plied to the study of the Bengalee, Na- 
gree, and Persian characters, to enable 
them to read the New ‘Testament to their 
servants and neighbors. We would fain 
hope that this will at length raise some- 
thing hke a missionary flame in the minds 
of some of these young men.—The na- 
tive brethren, Krishna and Sebuk-ram 
have found their sphere of action much 
enlarged in the course of the past year, 
and their labors have been greativ owned, 
In addition to these the Lord has been 
pleased to stir op several other brethren 
to labor for the souls of others; of these, 
two have been alre rad mentioned, the 
brethren D’Cruz and Petruse, the former 
assisting brother Mardon, the latter with 
brother Carapict; two others labor in 
Calcutta with great diligence, viz. our 
young brother Thompson, whose corres- 
pondenee in the Circular Letters plainly 
discovers the spirit which actuates his 
mind; and our brether Debrun, baptised 
about two years ago; who seems to labor 
among his heathen neighbors with very 
general aceeptance, making known the 
word as occasion offers in Bengalee, Hin- 
docst’hanee, and Portuguese. By means 
of the Isbors of these brethr en, although 
our stated congregation at the chapel is 
much below three hundred, more than a 
thousand of various nations have the word 
of life constantly ministered to them. 
The Benevolent Institution for the in- 
struction of the Indigent has been much 
encouraged the past vear. We have been 
enabled by the lik rality of the public to 
extend it also to the other SEX A school 
has been added for Girls in which, at the 
close of the vear, sixty were instructe ‘d, 
who, in «ll probability, would otherwise 
have been growing up in ignorance and 
vice. This however lias not lessened the 


other branch; on the eontrary, that at the 
close of the year contained 249 boys; se 
that although we began the year with less 
than a handred children, we closed it with 
somewhat more than three hundred; and, 
which will excite equal surprise aud pleas- 
ure, the debt which at the close of the 
last. year amounted to nearly 2000 rupers, 
at the close of this was almost annihilated. 
This is owing partly to the liberality of 
the public, and partly to the new arrange- 
ments introduced in te aching on Laneas- 
ter’s plan, by means of which brother 
Leonard, whose very soul seems in the 
work, instructs these 240 “a nl with great- 
er ease than he, in the last year, instruet- 
ed a hundred ‘with two fag Un- 
willing to throw too great a burden on the 
publie, we have erected at our own ex- 
pense an airy and spacious school room in 
the heart of the town, which will contain 
nearly 800 children. This we shall for 
the present, let to the public at a moder- 
ate rent. It is not improbable that the 
number ot poor children there taught to 
read the sacred Scriptures in English and 
Bengalee and instructed in writing and 
arithmetic, will by the end of this year, a- 
mount to five hundred. Should the Lord 
be ple sased to give that blessing on this in- 
stitution which is so earne stly desire ‘d, its 
efleets in disseminating the Gospe ‘| in In- 
dia, may possibly exeved our cxpectations. 


THE BURMAN MISSION, 

In this mission the progress made re- 
lates principally to translating the Serip- 
tures. Qur young brother F. Carey has 
at le ngth sueceeded in getting an able as- 
sistant in the Maguda language, and has 
been enabled to proceed with increased 
satisfaction in translating the Seriptures 
into the Burman language. He has re- 
vised (ne Gospel by St. Matthew and pre- 
pare “dit for the press, and has by this time 
finished Mark, and probably another of the 
Gospels. He has changed his condition 
in Jifte and married a young woman born 

at Rangoon of Christian parents, whorn 
he describes as being exceedingly attentive 
to the word of God, which she can read 
hoth in the Burman and Portuguese lan- 
cuages; and very desirous of being instrue- 
ted in the nature of true religion. Should 
the Lord be pleased fully to enlighten her 
mind herein, she may be highly useful in b 
the future concerns of the mission, ac- 
quainted as sheis with the language, and 
the habits and ideasof the people. Her 
brother, a steady and diligent lad about 13, 
is pursuing his studies at Serampore. 

Brother Chater, whom we mentioned 
in our last review as being at Serampore, 
printing a small volume of seripture-ex- 
tracts in Burman, after returning to Ran- 
goon and remaining there about two 
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months, seeing little prospeet of security 
for sister Chater and his family in the dis- 
turbed state of affairs there, aud fearing 
that the climate might nol ultimately be 
favorable to sister Chate ’s health, return- 
ed to Bengal and is now with us waiting 
to enter on anew seene of labor in some 
sitiPation which he hopes will be more ta- 
vorable to the healih of sister Chater aud 
his family. Ile wished indeed to wait here 
till the country was ounce more in a state 
of peace; but the brethren fearing this 
might vecasion a delay of years to no pur- 
pose, he acceded to their proposal of fixing 
at ounce Ola othe: scene ot labor. ilis 
mindis much set on Columbo, where we 
cannot learn that there is any missionary 
at present, but where a oultiude of in- 
habitants (saul t» amount to 270,00 
throighout the isiand) who bear the 
Chrisiian name, but are abl:uost destituce 
both of the scriptures and of spiritual in- 
struction, seers toopena field siheient 
to etuploy maany ministers of the Gospel. 
An edi:uon of the New Testament In the 
Cingalese language we are ON pit iting 
for the Auxiliary Bible Society. We hope 
ina lithe time to senda — vr to Raa- 
goon to assist brother F. Uarcy there, in 
the room ot brother Pon ‘The next 
in order of time ts the nission in 


HINDOOST’UAN. 

Digah. Iw the course ot the last vear 
it will be seen that we have on behali of the 
Society purchased a house at Digah, a tew 
railes from Patna with a view to its form- 
ing both a school and a perm:nenut mis- 
sion station; aud in the course of the vear 
brother and sister Rowe have proceeded 
thither to assist brother and sister Moore, 
the health of the latter of whom, we are 
happy to add, seems much better than at 
the close of the former year. Brother 
Rowe desevibes the situation at Digah as 
possessing advantages for imissionary ex- 
ertions searcely xceeded by anv situation 
in Tadia, Caleatta excepted. We are a- 
bout to sead thither a native brother born 
at Patna, and xequainted both with the 
Hiudee and Persian languages; and intend 
to send to Patna oue —_ brethren who 
makes Known the Gospel at Caleutta as 
soon as we ean fix on one suited to that 
large field of labor. Our brethren at Dig- 
aii are about to form themselves into a 
church, which we pray that the Lovd may 
bless, and make the mother of a multi- 
tude of churehes around » al 

igra, Herve our brethren and sisters 
arrived in May, after a journey of four 

mo — God was pleased to raise up some 
friends who received them with ore: it kiad- 
ness; ee a door seems opened for ther 
to make known the Gospel. Many of our 
countrymen in the Fort there seem alre: uly 


Vor. X. 


to welcome the glad news of salvation; aud 
we trust that the word will ere long have 
an entrance among the ignorant heathen 
around them. Their prospects relative to 

a school, too, greatly exceed any thing they 
expecte d; and bid fair to enable them, 
while training up children, the future in- 
habitants of the country, in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, to contribute 
something towards their own support and 
the unavoidable expenses attending a mis- 
sionary station. Brother Chamberlain has 
been avain plunged into the depth of afflic- 
tion since his arrival there, by the loss of 
his two daughters, Hannah and Mary, the 
later the eldest da ughter of our present 
sister Chaniberlain; ‘and the former ren- 
dered peculiarly dear to him on aceount of 
her mother, of whom he was bereaved at 
Cutwa about seven years ago. It gives us 
pieasure to observe, however, that these 
afflictions although heavily felt by our be- 
reaved brother, neither discourage hime in 
the work of God, nor ditiinish his activity 
therein. He has succeeded in getting a 
pundit to assist him in the Brij-Bhasa, in 
whieh language, varying m some degree 
from the Hindee, he hopes ultimately to 
complete a graminar, a dictionary, aud a 
version of the Serpitures. 

Our brother Peacock has also applied to 
the language with much assiduity and sue- 
cess. He is particuiarly useful in the 
school, and his heart seems increasingly 
set on the work of God. 


ORISSA MISSION. 

Tn the course of the past year, our broth- 
er Johu Peter has been enabled to acquire 
the language in a considerable degree, and 
to circulate pretty widely the Orissa Serip- 
tures. The fruit of this however must 
not be expected immediately; it is some- 
times a long time after the seed is east in- 
to the ground before it makes its appear- 
ance, and a iouch longer before it brings 
forth truit. ‘The ease is not greatly (lis- 
similar with the word of God. Seven have 
been added by bapt.sm this vear to the 
church in Orissa; tew or none of them how- 
ever are natives of Orissa; yet we doubt 
not brit the time will come (nor do we 


think it tar distant) when multitudes of 
these shall ies the word of God and live. 
Meanwhile we rejoice in the conversion 
of -thers, as they may be n ete the honor- 
e the word of 


ed instruments of spreaci 
hte among the pe ‘ar aaa them. lu 
this way indecd several members of this 
church seem likely to be useful. Some of 


them stationed at Cuttack, have in the 
course of the vear labored giveatly io dif- 
fuse the Knowledze of Christ amoug the 


+] 


heathen there. as will appear trom se waret 


letters whie;n brethren Greene and Smith 
have occasiousRy sent to their paster at 
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Balasore. In a journey to visit these, 
brother Peter had an opportunity of com- 
municating the news of salvation to many; 
andthe readiness maniiested, both to hear 
the word of life and to obtain the Sevrip 
tures,was truly encouraging. Of the church 
in Ovissa eleven members are at present 
at Cuttuek, among whom are the brethren 
Smith and Greene. Showld a blessing ac- 
company their endeavors to make known 
the Gospel, a church may in some future 
time be raised there also. ‘The other part 
of the chureh, fifteen in number, ineluding 
brother Peter and brother Krigshna-das, is 
at Balasore; so that the word of lite is now 
made Known in Orissa in two places more 
than a hundred miles distant from each 
other. 


MISSION T@ ROOTAN. 

The civeumstances which have attended 
this proposed mission have been exceed- 
ingly discouraging. Our brethren Robin- 
son and Cornish had arrived at Barbaree 
only a few days, when thew heuse was at- 
tacked by a desperate gang of robbers to 
the amount of fifty or more, who killing two 
or three of the servants, pillaged the house 
of every thing they were able to carry a- 
way. The loss thus sustained by the mis- 
sion was computed by our brethren to be 
little less than £000 rupees. Disecouraged 
by this afflicting cireumstance, brother Cor- 
nish requested leave to return to Seram- 
pore. Brother Robinson after some Uine 
took another journey to the confines of 
Bootan; but on making appLeation for per- 
mission to enter the country, it was an- 
swered, that this would not be permitted. 
On which, thinking it useless to make any 
further attempt, he requested that sone 
other field of labor might be as sig ed him. 
On tour or five keing pointed out, he fixed 
on Java, whither he has obtained tha per- 
mission of government to proceed. ‘I 
Mission to Bootan must there lore he eo; 


ducted in another way: the most prac ica- 


ble seems to be, that of getting ' 
the country to assist iu translating the 
New Testament, which when printed, 
(and the forming of a fount of types from 
the various copies of the -Iphebet i our 
sini tnen 2 + difficult.) ean be H 
possession is Hot dimeit,) can be Exsiis 
earried into the eountrv by some of our 


native brethren, vho Cai enter it ut 
pleasure; as the Be eaice language is 
spoken by many in Beotan. 


THE MANRATTA COUNTRY. 

In our lust review we mentioned the op- 
portunity affordet us throu yh the medium 
of a friend, of intr 


duemg the Gospel into 
this country. From letters reecived irom 


him in the course of the year, it will appear 
that the willingness of the inhabitants near 
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him to reeeive and read the word is very 
great. He mentions several as heving read 
the New Tesiament thro ¢vh. others as 
applying for it with great cagerness; and 
three or four as apparentiy deiermine to 
make an open profession of fiih in Christ. 
The youths in bis little school too, contnge 
to study the Seciptures ad to laprove in 
the knowles ge of the slahratia and Hin- 
dee languages. In a word, the secd sown 
there seems to afford ground for eneour- 
agement and hope. We infer trem the 
manner in which the Seriptures are read 
and apparently relished, that the style and 
language must be well understood. This 
aifords encouragement to persevere in 
other trauslations where the dyor may not 
be manmediately opeu for the dissemination 
of the word. 


ISLE OF FRANCE, 

Here are stationed our brethren in the 
22d regiment, uader the pastoral care of 
brother Forder. A leiter we have lately 
reccived from him ip timates, threat there 
has been a considerable falling of}; but does 
not particularize those who appeared now 
in that state. nowever the 

s greatly to fourish. 
Qiie has becn added to them by baptism, 
and they have hopes cf several others. 
The brethren who seem to take the most 
lively interest In the cause of God, are 
stationed in three difvrent parts of the isl- 
and. Ainidsce ers cisco iragement, there 
seems much reason to hope that the Lord 
will be with thei and make them a bles- 
i our prayers be con- 


Among oilers 
lite of religion see 
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sing For this let 
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stauthy olfered 


JAVA. 
Our brethrenin the 1th regiment whe 
h at Coleutta, 


formed a part of the chure 
ang in this is!- 


4 


ave now stationed at samc 


and We rejoice to hea that to the 
three bre thren ther ” HVE have since been 
added, thes torning a lite chuceh ander 
he care of our b cthre:n Baird s1d Russel. 
Aietter wlach weiately reecived from them 
brenthes a most pleasi & s] init. Ar Wal- 


a) 
lereden near Bat: via is our brother Brow n, 
bapused at Caleutta about 
alo When broihei 
another hitle church ; 
raised there if the Lord be pleased to 


sniile On our efforts. 
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ACTUALLY EMPLOYED, 
In Hindoosthan. 

gra, Brethren Chamberlain and Pea- 
eock. 

Digah, Brethren Moore and Rowe. 

In Bengal. 

Dinavepore, Brother Fernandez. 
eGoumuliy, Brethren Mardon — and 
D’ Cruz 

Cutwa, Brethren W. Carey, Jun. and 
Kany: uce., ; 

Jessore, Brethren Carapiet, Petru-e, 
Sec.a-ram, View ctk-sha, Man-ika, Pran- 
krishna end Purchanun. 

Near Paccu, Brother Bhagvat. 

Serampore crud (aleuita, Urethren Ca- 
rey, -viarshman, Ward, Krishna aud Se- 


} "9 
buk-rain 


Tn i rSle. 
Brethren John Peter and Krishna-da 
ln the Burman Empire. 


Brether F. Carey. 
In the Isie of France. 


Brother Forder aid J yp lia, 


in Java. 
Brethren Baccd and Russel. 
Waiting to proceed to their destination. 


Broche, Roviiise i LO Java, 
Brother Chater; station pot fixed. 
Brethren liborins occasionally. 

Proceeding to Digauh, Brother Hedut- 
ulla 

Seraumpore, Brethren Kanta, Kanaee, 
Deep-chund acd Vykanta 

Calcutta, brethren Leonard, Thomson, 
Debruin aud Jalians. 

Veur Dacca, Brother Cornish. 

Orissa, Brethren Greene on Smith. 

From this sketch it will appear that the 
Various missions contain twelve missiona- 
ry stations, ten infant churches, thirty 
brethren actually employed, (of whoui fif- 
teen are Furopeans aud fifteen natives of 
Asia;) and twelve who labor oecasionally. 
A retrospect of the whole Sugeests two 
considerations: Grovnd far gratitude. 
Who that reeoileets the state of things 
among us thirteen wy NEO, can avoid 
perceiving this? ‘Then we were one 
small chureh conta nineanls c Jet ven mem- 
bers; now at least ten infant churches 
cheer our eves, and one of them con- 
tuins little less than a hundred and fifty 
tnemb 42 % Then we were ouly five breth- 
ren, coufined to one spot, with not a sin- 
gle native to assist us in making known 
the word of life; now we are enabled to 
number Aah brethren who labor aecord- 
ingto. their ability in six different lan- 
guages; while no less than twelve others 
stand ready to devote themselves to the 
work as far as they have opportunity. 
What reason then h: wwe we to bow in hum- 
ble gratitude, aut / ‘Not unto us, not 
unto us, O L ‘ord, but unto thy name. be 
the glovy, tur thy mere y and truth’s sake.’ 


Maiter of encouragement. Scarcely 
objection that unbelicf has started siiaind 
unrefuted; scarcely an obstacle, which the 
God of grace has not in some degree 
removed. Was it said that Hindoos 
would never forsake their cast and the 
customs of their aucesters? Hindoos have 
forsaken all; and joyfully make kuown the 
glad tidings of salvation to their country- 
men. W ere Musulmans, onee deemed 
impenetrable to the Gospel? Musulmans 
have not ouly received it, but preach a 
crucified Savior to their former fellow 
Musulnuaus. Was the dis,osition of the 
inhabitants onee deemed such that divine 
grace could searecly renew them effectu- 
ally? Notwithstanding some have fallen, 
other s have adorned the Gospel by their 
lives; aud glovified it even in death. “Were 
the langu: ge s of India deemed almost im- 
practicable? In no less than six of them 
is the word of life now preached. Did 
circumstances seem to render certain 
countries and stations unapproachable? 
Access has in most instauces been ob- 
tained beyond expectation, which ought 
ully to encourage us respecting the rest. 
Werethe climate, &e. deemed insupporta- 
ble to European constitutions? A degree of 
health has been granted to almost every 
individual equal to what was formerly en- 
joyed in our native land. In a word, the 
Lord has been pleased to set before us an 
open door, and to shew us that there is no 
blessing we need for his work, which he 
is not both able and willing to grant. 
‘This planly points out both our duty and 
ow highest interest; let us walk humbly 
before him, seeking to please him in all 
things, and to abound therein more and 
more, recollecting that memorable de- 
claration of the ‘prophet to Asa and the 
men of Judah, Zhe Lard is with you, 
while ye are with him”? Let us abound 
in prayer;—for grace to preserve the life 
of religion in our own souls, without 
which we ean do little in a right manner 
in the work of God and for the souls of 
others;—for our native brethren, who have 
more to combat than even we ourselves, 
while their aequaintanee with divine 
things must necessarily be more limited; 
—for the infant churches; these unless 
watered by the dews of divine grace, can- 
not increase, but will on the contrary be- 
come watinet.-~and for the heathen 
around, that the number brought in this 
vear may execed any thing vet seen by us, 
Let us endeavor to abound in the work ot 
the Lord, ai ud diligently watch for oppor- 
tunities to make known his glorious Gos- 
pel. To this the Lord is particularly eal- 
ling us by thus setting before us an open 
door: let us then give proof that we pos- 
sess the vyenuine spirit of adoption by fol- 
lowing where our heavenly Father leads, 
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and improving every opportunity to callin 

those, his “other sheep” whom he will 

surely bring in, and unite with the rest 

under the same shepherd. Finally, let us 

expect from him this year and onwards a 

still more abundant blessing. His work 

/ is perfect; and what we see hin begin, 
we may be assured he will complete. All 

we have hitherto seen, though worthy 
of our praise in itself, derives its principal 

value from its appearing to be a prepara- 

tion for still greater things. And is not 

the residue of the spirit with Him? Must 

not the Knowledge of the Lerd our Re- 

deemer cover the whole earth? the stone 

eut out without hands become an un- 

measurable mountain? the mountain of 

the Lord’s house be established ov the 

top of the mountains for all nations to flow 

unto it? And when must all these things 


be accomplished, but in these ‘ast days,’ of 


which however above seventeen hundred 
year’s are already gone. Let us not then 
measure what is to come by what has 
heen already, but rather look forward to 
brighter things, as men in the dewn of the 
morning expect, vot the return of the 
midnight shades, but the appearance of 
the fising sun. ‘Thus let us look forward 
to the rising of the Sun of righteousness 
on the benighted lands around us, andon 


the whole world. Even so, come Lord 
Jesus, come quickly. We are, Xc. 
W. Caney, 


J. MAnsaMAN, 
W. Warp. 


DONATIONS TO SUPPORT MIS. 
SIONS AND TRANSLATIONS. 


Jan. 7, 1814. From Mr. Jocl Beecher 
of Farmington, (Conn.) by the Hon. 





John Treadwell, Esq. S500 
Ina letter with the Sclem post- 
mark* - o . 10 00 
From a subscriber to the Panoplist, 
for the translations[ - 5 00 
Carried forward, G20 00 


* This letter which appea* to he in tie 
hand-writing of a female, is as Je ws. 
‘Sir, In humble imi: fation of your corres. 
pendent, “1.9 Subscriber,” ( pe for 
Nov. ISLS, p. 478.7, )T asain enzisse ten 
dollars for For eran Missions, 
Yours +espectfuliy,—” 
tThis sum was enclosed in the ollow- 
mo letter: 
“Dee. 1813. 


“To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


it has been my desire to aid the transla- 





Brought forward, $20 00 
From Mrs. Sarah Stone, wife ot 
the Rev. Mr. Stone of Brookfield 2 06 
From Dea. Reuben acignion ., of 
Westtord . 2 03 
From the tollowing persons in Eas- 
ton, by Col. Shepherd Leach, viz. 
— rom Col. i-each himself $50 


— Lincoln S— - 

—— Andrew Blesdell - 
Cephas Leach - 
Jason teach - 
Sally Bonney . 
Betsey ‘Vorrey : 


Lucida tiodges . 
Beisey Belcher ° 
Selomon Beicher - 
Charies Hayden - 
— Alpheus Johnson - 


Ichabod Macomber 


—_-_-_— 
—— Caroline Torrey - 
——< 
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——_ —Rezer Keiih . 
—— Howard Lathrop - 
A friend to raissions 5—100 06 


From the Rev. Bancroft Fowler of 
Windsor, (Ver. ) - 3 0@ 
From the Female Charitable Soci- 
etv in the east parish of Wind- 
sor, by the Rev. B. Fowler 20 
10. Prom several societies and in- 
dividuals, by Mr. Henry Hudson, 
of Hartford, viz. 
From the Foreign Missionary 


Carried forward, S147 09 





tions of the Sceriptures—have found it dif- 
ficult to ebtain the means.— The exhorta- 
tion *to ‘av by on tue first day ot the week 
as God hath prospe ved,’ has late ‘ly come 
Wit foree ton iv mand. liaving been a- 
bundantly pros pered some Ww ecks—was 
te d to inquire, whether f had re: dered to 
the Lord his portion. Ast doubted wheth- 
er it was duty, under existing cl eum- 
stances, to add to my annual stiperd— 
which L enclosed last month—I was think- 
ing whether some new plan might not be 
adopted, and the sum necessary saved. At 
this time Ll was iain irom home, and had 
not communicated my thoughts on the sub- 
Jeet: Ca my return, I found verified the 
truth cf that passag +, 2 prudent wife is 

rem the L ard—fer wy wife in my absenee 
bis | eoutrived a pl: in, DY which we shall 
save at least tweniy do'lars a year—and 
although our tea and eoffee are less sweet 
than before; yet when I reflect, that it is 
for his sake, who being rich, became poor, 
and was willing to eat be rey bread for our 
sakes,—I do not regret it. —Fee ‘ling it my 
duty to promote the faih I énce destroy- 
ed, and desiring that God may be glorified 
in me—l enclose five dollars tor the trans- 
lations, and mean to give more when I 
can y= A SUBSCRIBER.” 
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From Deacon Br: 


18'4. Foreign Mission Socteties—Merrimack Bible Society. 


Brought forward, $147 00 
Society in Glasteubury, 
(Coa.) - S13 02 
From a female religious 
society ii the same town 8 UO 
From sundry ladies in do. 3 OO 
From Volland county Aux- 
iliaify Foreign Missiona- 
ry Society - 100 00 
From the Foreign Mission- 
ary Society hy the west- 
ern district of Fairfreld 
county, viz. for transla- 
lations - - 68 OO 
— for missions 82 0O—274 02 


11. From the Female Foreign 
Missionary Society n Tyring- 
ham, by the Rev. eet ‘War- 
ren Dow - - 19 
14. From the Foreign Missionary 
Socicty of Springfield and the 
neighboring towns, by the Hon. 
George Bliss, Esq. ‘Treasurer 67 
15. From the Foreign Mission 
Society of Boston and the Vicin- 

ity : 525 06 
2u. From the Religious Charitable 
Society in the county of Worees- 

ter, by the Rev. Joseph Goffe, 

the ‘veasurer - 112 75 
2i. From the Foreign Mission 
Society of Brunswiek and ‘Tops- 
ham, by the Hou. Jacob Abbot, 
Esq. the ‘Treasurer ° 34 
udiey, of Stock- 

bridge, by the Rey. E phraim G, 

Switt - . 10 
From the Fore’ gn ATission Society 

of Middletown, (Con.) by Mr. 

Samuel Gill, the Treasurer 150 
22. From Mr. Robert Porter, of 

Pulteney, Steuben county, (N. Y. )1 

25. From Mr. Solomon “Goodell, 

of Jamaica, (Ver.) to aid the 

translations of the Scriptures, by 

the Rev. Dr. Lyman - 465 00 
From the F oveign Mission Society 

in Ware, by the same hands 97 

From the family of John Ba- 

pp Foi Esq. of Barnet, (Ver.) to 

aid the translations, by the Rev. 

l,-onard Worcester - 


00 


00 


00 


» 40 


00 


200 00 





$1,841 23 


FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETIES. 


The Foreign Mission Society of Boston 
and the Vi tcinitu held its third annual meet- 
ing at the hall of the Massachusetts Bank, 
on Wednesday the 12th inst. The report 
of the bf ree by which it appeared 
that $1,293 2 hi ad been paid into the 
x reasury of the : Aone ican Board of Com- 
missioners for For eign Missions by this 


45 


Society, during the year past, was exhibit- 
ed as certitied by the Auditor, and was ac- 
cepted. ‘That part of the above sum, 
which was appropriated by the donors to 
aid che translations, had been remitted to 
India for that purpose. ‘The following 
ge:.tlemen were re-elected officers of the 
Socic ty for the ensuing year. 

His Honor WinitaM PalLups, Esq. Pres. 
Samvet SarisBury, Esq. V ice Pres 
The Rey. Josuva Henrine ton, Sec. 
Jenemian Evarrts, Esq. Treas. 
Bensamin Greene, Esq. edudit. 

In the evening of the same day, the an- 
nuxl sermon was delivered before the So- 
ciety by the Rev. WittiAmM GREENOUGH, 
of Newtown from James v, 20. Let ham 
know, that he which converteth a sinner 


from the error of his way, shall suve a 


sou! from death, and shall hide a multi- 
tude of sins: After the sermon, which was 
perinent and interesting, and of which a 
copy was requested tor ‘the press, a con- 
tribition was made to the tunds of the 
Socicty. 


The Merrimac Branch of the Foreign 
Missionary Society held its annual meet- 
ing at Newburyport, on Mouday the 10th 
inst. The Treasurer being absent, no re- 
port was made of the state of the funds. 
The following gentlemen were re-elected 
officers of the Suciety for the ensuing year: 
viz. 

Tuomas M, Crank, Esq. Pres. 

Joun Pearson, Esq. V. Pres. 

Mr. Samvuin Tenney, Sec. 

Mr. RicHarp Barret, / reas. 

Rey. Danie, Dana, dud. 


The Foreign Mission Society of Bruns- 
wick and Topsham held its aunual meet- 
ing in the present month, when tie follow- 
ing gentlemen were chosen officers for 
the ensuing year; viz. 

The Rev. Wixtarop Battey, 

Jou: Penry, Esq. Sec. 

Hon. Jacosp Ansor, Esq. T'reas. 

Davin Stanwoop, Esq. Collector, 


Pres. 


N. B. The Secretary of each Foreign 
Mission Society is respectfully requested 
to forward to the Editor of the Panoplist 
an account of the last annual meeting of 
the Society, with the names of the officers 
then chosen, if such account has not al- 
ready appeared in the Panoplist. 


MERRIMACK BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Te Managers of the Merrimack Bible 
Society in conformity to the 8th Article 
of the constitution, submit to the members 
the tollowing report of their doings the 
past year. 
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They have in the course of the year dis- 
tributed ninety-nine Bibles and twenty 
Testaments. : 

‘Che per:anent fund of the Society is 
One Thousand Dollars. 

The baianee vow in the bands of the 
Treasurer, due to the Society is 
D 281 21 cts. ' 

By the foregoing statement it appears, 
that there has bee bh ab Inereased activity in 
the distribution of Bibles; and trom this 
circumstance conclusive evidence may be 
derived ii favor of the growing usefulness 
and importance of the institution. ‘The 
poor ave gratuitously supplied with the 
bread of life; other: 5s, who are able to fur- 
nish themselves are reminded by the zeal 
of Bible Socicties of the duty of possessing 
the sacred volume, anda geieral-disposi- 
tion to read and examine the Seviptures, 
which are able to make us wise unto sal- 
vation, may be reasonably presumed to 
be the happy consequence. Bible Socie- 
ties have already been the happy instru- 
ments of diffusing incaleulable benefits to 
«large portion of the human race; and 
the undeniable evidence of their utility hus 
encouraged the formation of a large num- 
ber in vartous parts of the world. But it 
is found by expericnee, that however nu- 
merous the institutions and liberal the 
means furnished by them, thes are far 
from being con pe tent to the objects, yet 
to be acconiplis hed. The 
this new field of benevolence cxpand as 
the laborers advance. “The unity of design 
exhibited by the various Bible Socictics in 
the United States not ouly promises arich 
harvest of the Christian graces, love aud 
charity, but their mutual cor e-pondenee 
gives rise to many useiul projets; and 
a union of their counsels and efforts must 
give greater vigor and effect to their de- 
swns. Inthis view, a recent conmunica- 
tion from the Bible See’'ety at New York 
has been reeeived wiih pleasure by the 
‘lanavers of this Society, announcing 
their determination to print and dissemi- 
nate the Bible French among the in- 
habit ants oft jouisania: where thes hi ive 
discovered a deplorable seareity of 
asd a disposition to receive them with 
eraiitude. The work is in considerable 
forwardness; and the und viaking being 
expensive, the aiv of similar institutions 
ia this country has been solicited. The 

have therefore 
voted to remit One Hundred Dollars to 
the New York Bible Soeiety to aid in this 
inndable obie ‘t. The Managers report 
with -aulisteeiion the g enerous donations of 
dividuals to this institution. Ope Hun- 
dred ‘Bibl s hive been a by Mr 
Preancty Tenvey, and the sum of 
Hiisd:ed Dollars lias been re 


Bibles 


Managers of this Societs 


One 


ceived { ron 


Charitable Association. 


bour darks s of 


JAN, 


aperson whose name is not known to this 
board;—These pious donatious will com- 
mand the gratitude and respect of each 
member of the tustituiion. 

The Managers voted also to furnish 
One Hundred Bibles towards replacing 
certain others which had been captured 
by au American privatcer from a British 
vessel and had been destined for distribu- 
tion among the destitute; but they were 
happy to learn that a sui of money, mor: 
than ‘sufficient, had already been ra’sed in 


Boston tor ie same purpose. F 





‘The statement exhibited this day by the 
Managers of their doings must establish 
the importauee of the Merrimack Bible 
Socicty and excite in the members a new 
aud lively interest in its weltare. A call 
for the Bible is one which a believer in its 
ruth muse find it difficult to resist; and 
even amid our present distress, an appro- 
priation ofa small portion of that substance 
which will soon perish, in favor of so 
laudable an objeet, must appear reasona- 
be, especially in view of the hope, that it 
may be regarded, as a “treasure in heav- 
en.? But an immediate excitement must 
be derived to all from the reflection, that 
when circulating the Bible, they are dit- 
fusing the best antidote to those crimes, 
which bri Ing down the jus iigments of an 
anery God; that they are taking the read- 
jest means of removing present calamities; 
that they are promoting the cause of eiv- 
lization, literature and humanity, and 
subserving the temporal and eternal inter- 
estsofman. The Managers cannot con- 
clude therefore without earnestly recom. 
mending to the members renewed exer- 
tious in the great cause, in whieh they 
have so laudably, and hitherto so success: 
fuily embarked. 

( Signed_) 


a 
Sami 


' 7 





President. 


L SPRING, 
Vi 1814. 
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CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION. 

THE citizens of the town of Ne “ burs po i 
will recollect the exil which was made on 
their charitable feelings the early part o 
last winter, by an associat on, forme “ds for 
the on pose of all lo din 4 te mi por a ‘\ ASS! : 
ance » poor 
town pe vieinity. ‘Lhe following e xtiract 
trom the ‘Trustees of tli 
association, and the subjoined communk 


. ¥ ‘ ’ , > ‘ ° 
tion from the Female Benevolent Socie 


th id at Lresse d familie Ss in this 


report ol the 


now published by request of the Trustees, | rs 
will OI e the benevolent donors a correc ' ar 
view of the manner io which their bounty Bi 
has been disposed of. ey 
Extract from a Report of the Trustces Be 
of the Charitable Soccty, March 11, 18i0: Bi 
ie 

es 
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‘The whole amount or 
subseription, 

Of which the ‘Treasurer 
has received 940 31 

Received by assistant 
treasurers, in provis- 
ions, 

U ncotlected 17 


Sl119 31 


162 00 
QU-—LIL9O Sl 


The board of Trustees began their sup- 
plies on the Ist of January, (1813) and 
have continued them weekiy to the pres- 

nt time; during which period apptications 
sal been ree ived £ irom t.vohuadred and 
fif-y-nine families. Of that numbe at Sif y 
have been referred to other sources tor 
supplies, or have been found on laquiry 
not to be sv necessitous as to require the 
aitention of the Soagd. Ziv 
and nine tamilies have received partial 
or constant supplies from the Board. 
The average number supplied weekly by 


; 7 
(24714) ed 


the Board, has been about one hundred 
and fifty families coutaining trom 4 to 
500 per ‘SOUS. 


be 
Wweeas 


, , 
l jifty-e Lane 


The sums appropriated for ten 
amount to #ive fusidred 
dollars and severty-seven certs, ¢ 
of wood; of which about 
have been distributed. 

The Board have also entrusted to the 
Female Benevolent Society tor distribu- 
tion, in cash and goods, $153 31 ets. and 
have also placed uoder their direetion an 
additional sum of $100 tor the purchase 
of materials tor spiuning, Xe. which last 
sum isto be acounted for hereafie 
Board. So far as the Board have been 
under advantages to judge, the amount en- 
trusted to that Society has been very judi- 
¢iously appropriated. 


Gi bk 
—" ‘Susi TS 


Gfieen cords 


There remains now in the Treasury 
one hundred and aixty thre dollars and 
jorty-seven cents; and th also remains 


uncollected S17, which sum it is expected 
will enable the Board to continue their 
supplies until the first week in April; ut 
which tae, unless further ipuions 
are rece ved, the supplies must ecase.” 

After the date of the above report the 
balance then on hand was distributed in 
the same manner as therein stated. And 
within afew days past the Society have 
received the following communicauon 
from the Female Benevolent Society, 
giving an account of the monies entrusted 
tu their care:— 


subse: 


“To the Secretary of the Charitable As- 
socia tion, forme af mn Ne wt ii’ yport ja 
the reli: f of i tiie poor— 

Str, 
Wuew the liberal donations from your 


Society were put into the haads of the 





r to this 





Jesus Walking on the Sea, 47 


Ladies of the Benevolent Soc™*ty, it was 
request -d that at the end of the year 
some account of the mauner in which it 
was distributed might be given you. We 
therefore take the liberty to present te 
you the following statement. 

The first Aundred dollars which was 
given us in clothing, was distributed ae- 
cording to the best judgment of our com- 
mittee in those families which appeared 
to them the most destitute. The ffty 
doilurs, given in money, “to be disposed 
of at the disevetion of the Society, was 
appropriated in the following manner, 
viz. fen dollurs to each of our couimittee, 
(four in number;) with which they cloth- 
ed poor children to go to school and to 
meeting. The remaining ten dollars was 
retained for the use of the sick. 

The hundred dollars given for stock, 
has also been isnproved in the following 
manner: One hundred and sixty-one 
spinners have been employed, and four 
thousund four hundred and eighteer 
skeins of varn have been spun. T'wenty- 
eivht weavers have woven one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven yards, 
of cloth. Sixteen pair of hose have been 
knit. One hundred and fifty garments 
and five pair of cotton cards have been 
distcibuted in pay for spinning and weay- 
ing. Vhe stock now on hand is valued 
at one hundred dollars. 

As it may not be unpleasant te you 
to know what the Socicty have done oth- 
erwise, ‘the liberty of adding the 
following schedule. 

(To be 


- 
we tan: 


continued. ) 


POETRY. 
For the Panoplist. 


JESUS WALEING ON THE SFA 


24, Ke. 


MATT. Xi¥, 


I 
WiutLow on lite, my 
Serenely cut me sportive way: 
No blast to roug h, no cloud to dark, 
‘The waveless ealin, the cheerful day. 


gliding bark 


Yet [ forgot the Mig shty One 
‘Vhat walked the dood in tom unseen; 
W hose ha om rolled bare the clouding sua, 


An d spread the waving sea serene. 
* ye @ Sos 
If. 
Ouce,—lowered the sky;—the tempest 
en 4, 
And ralged the waves in awful row: 


My little seer k but feebly braved 


Mountains sol gh, aid gulfs so low. 
Ss. = 
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Ii. 
My way was down the gaping tide:— 
Founde ‘ring upon the » yawning brink— 
Whelming in endless night—I vied; 
‘Save, Lord,—or | forever sink! 


Then on the bounding waves I saw— 
O bless’d relief!—the Sou of God. 

His mandate struck the winds with awe; 
The waves bowed prostrate at his nod. 


*Weakling of faith, why didst thou fear?”— 

He said—‘or doubt my powerful arm? 
Didst thou not see thy Savior near? 

Can L not guide thee sate from harm? 
* * * Sa 

lV. 

I never saw his watery path;— 

Nor thought I that he could attend;— 
Till merey, in the guise of wrath, 

Taught me to own iny Heavenly Friend. 


Lord, Tin thee heneeforth confide! 
My bark, no more by tempests driven, 
Safe wilt thon through the ocean giide, 
Aud waft me to the shore of Heaven!’ 
O. F. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


dircluxXee is requested to forward the con- 
stitution and laws of the chavity libraries, 
to which he refers, that they may be pub- 
lished either in whole, or in an abridged 
state. He is informed th tien sets of the 
three first volumes of the Minor Panoplist, 
in boards, will be delivered to his order, 
for the use of these libraries, on application 
to the Pubusher of the Panoplist. 

Several communications are on hand, 
which will be mentioned more particular- 
ly hereafier. 


After consulting with several friends of 
the Panoplist, as to the utility and propri- 
ety of the measure, we have conciaded to 
offer the following premiums ior orignal 
cominunications to be inserted in the eur- 
rent volume of our work: viz. 

Gue of Twenty five Dollars to the 
writer of the best composition in prose; 
the rule of judging to be the tendency of 

he inece to do guud: 

One of Fifteen Dollars to the writer of 
the best piece of poetiry: and 

One of Ten Sollars to the writer of 
the seeond best composition in prose. 

The - rsons, according to whose decis- 
ion the premiums shall be distributed, will 
he en tithe Uv LO respect an i defcreuee. 

All original communications contained 
in the current voluine, with the exeeption 
of those written by the editor and the 
judges, will be taken into eousideration, 


without any request or intimation on the 
part of the writers. There is no vecessi- 
ty, ‘hat the writers shouid be kuowu to 
the cdior, Li is aiways cou venient, how- 
ever, that original communications should 
have signatures. 

Itis to be remembered, thet the preced- 
ing oifer is not to be construed as liralting, 
or in any way aifectu.g, the power of the 
editor over communications. 

Uur correspoude ts, who may be influ- 
enced by the preceding offer, will bear in 
mind, that the sooner eonsaunications are 
made, the greater will be the probability 
that they will be inserted in the eurvent 
volume, as there may be a press of matter 
toward the close of the year. 

Whether a similar offer will be made 
another year must depend upon the ve- 
sult of the present offer. 

Though the value of the premiums may 
appear small, yet it is as great as that 
of some of the premiums offered for orig- 

inal compositions, in the English Univer- 
sities. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Our distant subseribers ought to be in- 
formed, that the irregularity and delay, 
experienced in the receipt of our num- 
bers by mail, are not charzeable tous; but 
must be laid to the erowded state of the 
mails. In several instances, the Panoplist 
has remained for weeks in the Boston post- 
office. Hence it has happened, that /ater 
nun-bers sre sometimes received by our 
subseribers betore earlier ones. The post- 
masier at Boston has declared his disposi- 
tion to forward our work, with as litte 
delav as possibie, not only for the sake of 
obliging us and our subscribers, but for his 
own convenience. He conceives birmself 
obliged by law, however, to send all the 
newspapers, though p amiphle ts shouid be 
delayed. Very pr babty delays, similer to 
the one Cceseribed at Boston, have oceur- 
red in other offices on the road. As we 
have fully stated the con:plaints of our sub- 
scribers to the postmaster, and as we have 
now returned to our former prectice of 
printing but one number in a month, we 
hope that there will be less occasion for 
complaint hereafter. 

Subseribers are informed, thai « few 
deficient numbers cau be supplied at pres- 
ent, for twenty cents cach; and, whenever 
de ficience ‘s shall probably have arisen 
from nustake or negigcsee on ovr part, 
they shall he suppled without expe:se. 
The fact is, however, that we meur a ds- 
- ntege by supplying de nee ut numbers 

t the price above siatcd, as broken vol- 
umes may be Jeft on hand i consequence 
of it. 
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